
What to do if you haven’t met the subject entry criteria
Sometimes students set their hearts on studying a particular subject, however, they don’t meet the subject
entry criteria. As difficult as this is, we don’t allow students who have not met the entry criteria to study on
that particular course. This is because we know the challenges and demands of Level 3 study and the
entry criteria is set at that level due to the demanding content and skills required for that course. The leap
between GCSE and Sixth Form is significant and, often, underestimated.

As long as you have achieved our minimum TPS of 32 you will have a place to study in our Sixth Form.
However, on results day, you may realise that you have not met the entry criteria for one or more of your
chosen subjects. At this point, you will need to use our subject entry criteria document and our subject
blocks information to select the most appropriate courses for you. These can be found on our website and
on the boards in the Dining Hall. You may wish to make an appointment with us on results day to discuss
these options. You can also discuss these choices with us at your meeting at the start of term. Please note
that courses have a set number of places and if these are full then students will not be able to switch to that
option.

Confused about the difference between BTECS and A Levels?
BTEC stands for ‘Business and Technology Education Council’, named after the body which first governed
the qualifications (it’s now Pearson/Edexcel). BTECs have been around since 1984 and are rapidly gaining
popularity as an alternative to A Levels; they are vocational qualifications, rather than traditional academic
courses.

At Tring School, we offer a range of BTECs, all with excellent track records of results. One of the main
differences between BTECs and A Levels is the way both are assessed. A Levels mainly involve two years
of study geared towards examinations at the end, whereas BTECs are continually assessed via
coursework and practical projects, whilst still having an examined element.

UCAS has reported that the number of BTEC students achieving the equivalent to ABB has gone up
substantially. Some universities have been historically more focused on A Levels as suitable entry
requirements, but as the numbers of students studying BTECs has risen as the qualification has become
more respected, so has the number of universities accepting BTECs.

Do all universities accept BTECs?

Ninety-five per cent of universities and colleges in the UK accept BTEC students, including competitive
universities from the Russell Group. In 2021, around 25% of students accepted into higher education held
at least one BTEC. Nearly all universities accept BTECs in relevant subject areas, as they would equivalent
A Level qualifications.

Just like with A Levels, every course and every university is different, so you’ll need to check the entry
requirements of every institution carefully. It’s all down to the individual institution and course, so checking
is key – if you’re not sure, give the admissions department a ring. They’re always happy to help.

Level 3 BTECs will usually get you onto a related course at university, i.e. one in the same or a very similar
subject. This is because BTECs are very practical and teach you the skills to succeed in that particular
area. At Tring School students can choose a combination of BTECs or they can combine BTECs with A
Levels. This gives students a broader range of subjects, learning styles, and assessment methods meaning
that students have a broader range of options at degree level.

BTEC students can often be better prepared in terms of the independent study that is required at degree
level, due to the portfolio-based nature of BTEC courses. The time management and self-organisation you
will develop on a BTEC course can also give you an added edge.

http://university.which.co.uk/advice/choosing-a-course/what-is-the-russell-group


UCAS TARIFF

GCE A Level Grade UCAS Tariff Points BTEC Extended Certificate Grade

A* 56 Distinction*

A 48 Distinction

B 40

C 32 Merit

28

D 24

20

E 16 Pass

Facilitating subjects

Facilitating subjects are subjects that could help you to get onto a range of degree courses. For example,
lots of science degrees require students to have two or sometimes three A Levels in Maths, Physics,
Chemistry or Biology.They can help students keep their options open when choosing a degree and many
universities will ask you to have at least one A Level in a facilitating subject when you apply. Please note
that the Russell Group have changed their guidance regarding the importance of facilitating subjects in
recent years, and do not place such focus on these subjects as being vital for academic success.

Facilitating subjects don’t cover everything, but choosing one or two may help to keep your options open
for a range of courses and careers:

● Maths & Further Maths
● English Literature
● Physics
● Biology
● Chemistry
● Geography
● History
● Languages

Does this mean I shouldn’t study non-facilitating subjects? No. There are lots of other subjects, which
are excellent at preparing you for university. The only difference is that they aren’t usually specifically
required by universities to get onto a particular course.

For example, Psychology and Economics are considered useful subjects for lots of courses, but you don’t
actually need them to get on to many Psychology or Economics degrees, though they will add value to your
university application if applying to those courses.

If you already know what you would like to study at university or you’re passionate about a particular
subject, then you should make your choices based on this and based on what you need to get on to your
chosen course. When you’re looking at a university prospectus, check to see what other subjects are down
as useful for the degree too. You don’t necessarily need them, but it’s a hint that they could be helpful in
getting you that offer.

Note: If you would like to study Music or Art at university you should definitely study these subjects at A
Level.

For more information on subject choices Post 16 and in preparation for university go to:
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/about https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/which-degree

https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/81/Five-Top-Tips-on-Applying-to-Uni-Through-UCAS
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/294/Applying-To-Art-School:-All-You-Need-To-Know-About-Art-Portfolios
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/about
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/which-degree

