WHY IS FORGIVENESS
IMPORTANT?

STARTER…
Think about situations where you
have done something wrong.
Did you ask for forgiveness?
Were you forgiven? How did it
feel?
OR think about a situation where
something wrong has been done
to you.
Did you forgive? Was it easy?
How did you feel?

Is there anything that can’t be
forgiven?

WATCH CLIP

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=1VUCK2MZTY4

In your books explain:
▪ Why is it difficult to forgive?
It is difficult to forgive because…….

▪ Why do some people say it is better
to forgive?
Some people say it is better to forgive because……..

Case study
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgQyBLWFDBI

▪Why did his mother forgive?
▪What does this tell us about

her character?

Do you think you could
forgive in these
circumstances? Explain.

Anthony
Walker.

Case study

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PgElFYS-wtg

Milly Dowler

On 21 March 2002, "Milly" Dowler, a
13-year-old schoolgirl, was reported
missing by her parents after failing to
return home from school and not being
seen since. Following an extensive search
for her, her remains were discovered in
Yateley Heath Woods in Yateley,
Hampshire, on 18 September. Her killer
confessed she had been tortured and
abused for 14 hours.

How did her mother
feel at this time?
What does this tell us
about her character?
What are the
differences in the 2
case studies.

What does the Bible say?
In groups of 4, brainstorm what
religions might say about about
forgiveness?
Why is the idea of forgiveness so
important?
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/3lKZp31jBVJ2v3C2h1V03kz/a-t
o-z-of-religion-and-beliefs

Play F for Forgiveness

The Christian view

Christians do
believe in
punishment for
crimes (although
many are against
the death penalty
and other violent
punishments) but
they also believe
strongly in
forgiveness.

WHAT DOES THIS STORY TEACH?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuMkKKuFB2w

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he appeared again in the
temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down
to teach them. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a
woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group and said
to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the
Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?”
They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for
accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with
his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and
said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a
stone at her.” Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this,
those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until
only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there.
Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no
one condemned you?”
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“No one, sir,” she said. "Then neither do I

Is this message still
relevant today?

Other Christian teachings:
‘Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us’ Lord’s Prayer
This means………………………….
“Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to
seven times? Jesus answered ‘ I tell you, not seven times but seventy seven times.”
This means that…………………….
‘Father forgive them, for they know not what they are doing’
Jesus said this as he was being crucified - he was referring to those who were crucifying
him.
This means that……………….

Muslim teachings
2 types of forgiveness:
1. Forgiveness from God.
But only if they are truly sorry and intend to follow their faith properly in future. This is in
line with the compassionate and merciful nature of God.
‘Let them pardon and forgive. Do you not wish that God should forgive you? God is most
forgiving and merciful.’
2. Forgiveness from humans
People should forgive to allow goodness to be established over evil. The offender should
seek forgiveness from the victim before seeking forgiveness from God.
‘Pardon each other’s faults and God will grant you honour.’

TASK…What would you say?
Scenario 1

Scenario 2

A woman has been caught stealing food because
she is poor. The shopkeeper has seen this woman
on the streets for weeks. He doesn’t want to press
charges, as he knows the woman is poor – but the
police are now involved. Should the police forgive
her or punish her according to the law?

A man kills another man in self defence as he was
defending his family from being burgled. Should
the man be forgiven or should he be punished
according to the law?

Scenario 3

Scenario 4

An old man has been caught driving through a red
light while taking his seriously ill wife to hospital.
Should the police forgive him or punish him
according to the law?

A group of teenagers have been caught
vandalising a graveyard. Should they be forgiven
or should they be punished according to the law?

PLENARY…

‘Everyone thinks
forgiveness is a lovely
idea until they have
something to forgive’.
What does this mean? Do you agree?
C.S. Lewis

Use the Forgiveness Project website http://theforgivenessproject.com/
1. Pick a story that takes your interest
2. Produce a short summary of what happened
3. What do you think about it? Could you have done the
same?
4. Which is more powerful retribution or forgiveness? Give
reasons

‘We should always forgive’.

Exam practice
question

Evaluate this statement. 12 marks
USE
F - For
A - Against
R - Religious teachings
M - My view
E - Evaluate the for and against arguments
D - Developed conclusion that links to your evaluation

