
Geography Curriculum Intent 
 

Vision: To create sustainable global citizens who have an awareness of both the human & physical 
characteristics of the UK and the world around them. Students become lifelong geographers with an 
understanding and empathy of global events and issues that shape the world and can demonstrate a 
range of transferable skills they can take into future study or the workplace.  
 
Aims:  

● For students to make outstanding progress and be proud of their achievements. 
● To develop skills across KS3 which build on each other and prepare for GCSE and link these into 

careers and future study for students.  
● Topics to cover a range of places around the world with different environments and levels of 

development 
● Global issues are covered that are challenges for people & the environment, including regular 

‘Geography in the news’ starters to link to the dynamic element of the subject 
● To inspire student’s passion for the subject and develop a lifelong interest 

 
KS3 Curriculum  

 

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2  Spring 1 Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 7 
What is 
studied -  

My place & 
school 

fieldwork 

Weather & 
climate 
change 

Water ( & Yr 7 
exams) 

Water 
continued 

Living World Antarctica 

Year 7 
Why it’s 
studied -  

Introduces first 
understanding 
of what 
geography is & 
key skills with 
Google and 
mapping, data 
& graphical 
skills through 
fieldwork. 
Awareness of 
place includes 
some 
terminology 
from A-level 
Places but also 
enables 
students to get 
to know their 
school & how 
its changes - 
link to new 
build 

Students study 
a core 
geography topic 
to look at what 
we mean by 
weather and 
key processes. 
Links into 
careers month 
& outside 
speaker from 
BBC weather. 
First global 
issue of climate 
change. 
Weather helps 
understand 
hazards in year 
8 & living world 
in yr7. 

Areas of water 
deficit link from 
climate 
patterns.  
Water shortages 
link into climate 
change impacts. 
Study of conflict 
over water in 
the Middle East.  
Awareness of 
resources, links 
to ‘Resource 
Management’ at 
GCSE 

Pre-release on 
Abingdon 
reservoir, as 
mini-prep for 
GCSE. These 
are 
incorporated in 
each year 7-10 
to enable 
practice as this 
is a very 
different 
element to 
paper 3 in GCSE 
& allows 
students to 
gain confidence 
& skills in 
approaching 
this.  

Students link 
back to weather 
by looking at 
climate graphs 
& how this 
affects biomes. 
Also mapping 
and links to 
biology as 
cross-curricular. 
Allows 
development of 
creative side 
and designing 
animals to 
survive in key 
habitats. 

Global awareness 
of the world’s last 
wilderness, links to 
previous topic but 
deeper study. Links 
to climate study & 
mapping and use 
of data to explore 
the continent. 
Students interest, 
they often ask to 
study this as a 
place so removed 
from what they 
know. 

Skills Google, bar 
charts, 
proportional 
symbols, field 
sketches, 
Google maps 
locating at 
different scales 

 Choropleth 
maps 

Photographs, 
OS Maps, 

Climate graphs Satellite images 

Year 8 
What is 

Global Issues Rivers & 
flooding 

Hazards Hazards ( & 
Year 8 exams) 

Emerging 
Nations 

Amazonia 



studied -  

Year 8  
Why it’s 
studied -  

Students study 
plastic 
pollution, fast 
fashion & food 
waste, as 
global issues 
that they can 
raise 
awareness in 
the local area. 
Fast Fashion 
links into 
Textiles as 
sustainability 
focus. 
Fieldwork 
investigating 
globalisation's 
impact on 
Tring.  

Key processes 
studied and 
landscapes to 
link to GCSE 
content. Focus 
on fooding & 
links to climate 
change from 
year7. Use of 
map, satellite 
images and 
diagrams. Links 
to ‘Physical 
Landscapes’ of 
GCSE. 

Student voice 
shows this is a 
favourite of 
students.  
Students study a 
range of habits 
to lay base 
knowledge for 
GCSE.  
Pre-release 
studied on 
tropical storms, 
to prepare for 
GCSE 

 Focus on China 
and India and 
the 
development of 
their economies 
an 
environmental 
impact- linking 
back to global 
issues. 
Links to rising 
population in 
year 9.  

Students use core 
knowledge from 
living world to 
focus on one 
environment & 
global issues of 
human 
exploitation of it. 
Impacts link to 
climate change 
from year 7. 
Content lays 
content for ‘Living 
World’ in yr11 of 
GCSE 

Skills Creating pie 
charts, land 
use mapping - 
Digimaps 

OS maps   Use of 
graphs/data 

Climate graph,  

Year 9 
What is 
studied -  

Coast to 
coast 

Population Development Glacier 
landscapes 

Mini EPQ Start GCSE Courses 

Year 9 
Why it’s 
studied -  

Students 
follow a 
journey to look 
at a range of 
places & uses 
of coasts, 
China links to 
last years 
emerging 
nations, but 
also plastic 
pollution, 
Florida = 
tourism and 
links to 
development 
at GCSE 
through 
tourism. 

Population 
growth links to 
so many issues 
studied, 
including 
pressure on 
energy, water 
demand, 
impacts from 
hazards & 
urban growth, 
so studying as a 
topic links really 
well. Also links 
into 
development as 
the next topic 
and is 
incorporated 
into part of the 
GCSE topic 
‘Changing 
Economic 
World’. 
Includes study 
of China’s ‘One 
Child Policy’ as 
something 
students are 
fascinated by & 
promotes great 
discussion. 

Levels of 
development 
studied, 
develops 
students 
empathy and 
awareness of 
other people’s 
quality of life. 
Links to Malawi 
& Tongole 
foundation. 
Students study 
pre-release on 
Nepal and factor 
affecting its 
development. 
Content is also 
build on in 
‘Changing 
Economic 
World’ at the 
end of GCSE. 

This is the 
option topic 
from GCSE we 
don’t study but 
introduces 
students to 
processes, 
landforms 
studied at GCSE 
level. Linked 
into 
environments 
studied in year 
7.  

Students design 
their own 
enquiry to 
study an area of 
interest & 
develop 
research skills, 
analysis & 
presentation.  
Allows students 
not continuing 
with geography 
more choice to 
study 
something still 
linked to 
geography but a 
little different 
to keep their 
interest and the 
importance of 
skills. Develops 
independence. 

 



MIgration is 
important to 
challenge 
students 
pre-conception
s of migrants, 
links to PRS 
work on this 
also. 

Skills Global 
mapping, 
latitude & 
longitude 

Creating 
population 
pyramids,  

Use of data, 
calculating 
range, average, 
difference... 

OS Maps to 
recognise 
landscapes 

Research  

 
 

Changes: 
 

Yr7 - Weather & climate change to include energy elements from global issues Yr 8 topic, climate graphs etc to move into 
living world topic. Water topic to include greater focus on middle east.  

 
Yr8 - First topic of global issues now to focus on waste food - oleo, plastic pollution and fast fashion. To then include local 
fieldwork on Tring to include data collection of questionnaires, land use survey, EQI to investigate the impact of 
globalisation & ‘placelessness’ Is it losing ‘sense of place’ within ‘Top 10 highstreets’ 

 
 

Yr9 - Coasts to become ‘Coast to coast’ topic covering range of topics through journey, Florida (Tourism? Florida keys?), 
Norway (fjords), China (trade at coast, link to emerging nations/plastic), Japan (Link to tsunamis on the coast), Australia 
(Landforms - coral reef, 7 apostles coastal stacks)...Population topic to include greater focus on migration & social 
awareness - link to PRS focus. Development topic to include more focus on Africa & Malawi, Tongole foundation... 
 
GCSE Curriculum  

 Summer 2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2  Spring 1 Spring 2  Summer 1 

Year 10 
What is studied 

-  

Urban Issues 
& challenges 

Cont + Urban 
Fieldwork 

Hazards Hazards Physical 
Landscapes in 
the UK - 
Coasts & 
rivers 

Physical 
Fieldwork &  
Resource 
Management 

Year 10 
Why it’s 
studied 

A mixture of 
physical & 

human topics 
are taught 
rather than 
sequential 

papers, as it 
allows 

students to 
see more of 
the synoptic 
links across 
human & 
physical 

geography. Is 
a large topic 

with most 
challenging 
questions & 

Urban issues 
is taught first 
as it enables 
the topic to 

be completed 
before the 
first ELD as 

urban 
fieldwork 
collected 

then. 

 This is a large 
topic with 
most 
challenging 
questions & 
12 mark 
question so 
enables most 
practice in 
topic test, 
yr10 mock etc 

 Glacial option 
not chosen as 
harder for 
students to 
visualise as 
most seen a 
river/coast, 
very few a 
glacier.  

Physical 
fieldwork is 
on rivers so 
closely follows 
topic to 
incorporate 
theory.  
 
Water option 
chosen (over 
energy & 
food) as ties 
in the best 
with rivers. 
Also has key 
content 
embedded in 
year 7.  
Enables a full 



12 mark 
question so 

enables most 
practice in 
topic test, 

yr10 mock etc 

paper 3, 
practice 
pre-release & 
fieldwork test 
to be studied 
over summer 
for Sep test. 
For feedback 
before yr 11 
mocks. 

Skills Urban OS 
maps 

Fieldwork - 
enquiry. Pie 
charts, bar 

charts, 
proportional 

symbols 

Pie chart, 
photographs 

 OS maps to 
recognise 
landscapes. 
Use of 
photographs 

Fieldwork - 
enquiry, field 
sketches,flow 

lines, line 
graphs, pie 
charts. RM - 
Statistical - 

median, 
mode, 

interquartile 
range 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2  Spring 1 Spring 2    

Year 11 
What is studied 

-  

Living World Living World 
(& mocks) 

Changing 
Economic 
World 

Changing 
Economic 
World (& 
revision) 

  

Year 11 
Why it’s 
studied 

  This is the last 
topic, as it’s 
the most 
challenging 
and needs 
greater 
awareness to 
understand as 
brings in 
development, 
Trade & 
politics. Helps 
this content 
be fresher in 
exams, as 
many new 
concepts.  

   

Skills Photographs, 
climate data,  

 Use of graphs,     

 
A-Level Curriculum  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2  Spring 1 Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 12 - 
Physical 
What is studied  

Water & Carbon Cycle Coastal systems and landscapes  Complete 
Coasts & yr 12 
exams. 

NEA Prep  



Why it’s studied This is a ‘core’ topic on which 
many other aspects link back 
to, so is important to 
understand first. Is the easiest 
way to introduce the idea of 
systems and feedback as core 
concepts.  

Develops on concepts in water 
& carbon cycles. Enables 
students to build upon 
knowledge at GCSE. (Other 
options hot desert & glacial 
systems - harder for students to 
relate to & visit.) 
Most students complete NEA 
on coasts, so it is appropriate to 
ensure it is well covered before 
NEA is launched.  

 Summer term 
is lighter on 
cover to keep 
trip costs 
down. Allows 
summer for 
independent 
trips to collect 
data.  

Skills Spearman’s rank, choropleth 
maps,  

OS Maps, photographs  Fieldwork,  

Year 12 - 
Human 
What is studied  

Population & the environment Global Systems & Global 
Governance 

Complete 
Global 
systems & yr 
12 exams. 

NEA Prep  

Why it’s studied This is chosen over 
‘Contemporary urban 
environments’ & ‘Resource 
security’ as the food security 
elements crosses over well 
with the ‘Water & carbon 
cycle’ and is not taught as a 
standalone topic in GCSE, so 
enables a new topic to be 
introduced but with many 
elements they have covered 
lower down the school, but at 
a higher level. E.g. DTM GCSE 
‘Changing economic world’ 
‘Resource management’ on 
food supply & Yr9 population 
introduces theory of Malthus.  
Important to cover one of the 
largest topics early on to allow 
practice of 9 marker questions 
in tests & mocks throughout 
the course. (These only appear 
in this topic & ‘Hazards’) 

This is a core topic which is 
linked back to from 
international agreements on 
climate change in ‘Water & 
carbon’, SMPs in ‘Coastal 
systems’ and food security in 
‘Population & the 
environment’, therefore 
enables links to be made once 
some content is understood.  

 As above 

Skills Population pyramids, line 
graphs 

   

Year 13 - 
Physical 
What is studied  

Hazards Revision    

Why it’s studied This option is chosen over 
‘Ecosystems under stress’ as it 
is by far students most popular 
choice and enables a study of a 
wide range of places. Builds on 

This enables plenty of focus to 
cover synopticity of the course, 
key content and focus on 
different exam skills. Also 
allows for a further mock.  

  



knowledge from GCSE, but also 
new knowledge of wildfires & 
multi hazardous environments. 
It is taught at a time when 
wildfires, tropical storms  & 
flooding are frequently in the 
news, post summer & into 
autumn. This topic 
incorporates content from 
‘Water & carbon’ with synoptic 
links and ‘Global systems..’. 

Skills Photographs,     

Year 13 - 
Human 
What is studied 

-  

Changing Places Revision   

Why it’s studied This topic is most like a degree 
course & needs a greater 
maturity in thinking as is 
slightly more abstract than the 
others. Enables students to 
bring in elements from a wider 
geographical understanding & 
also elements of sociology.  

As above   

Skills Evaluation of qualitative & 
quantitative data - 
photographs, lyrics, poetry, 
graffiti, artwork, full range of 
graphs... 

   

 


