
  
 
 

An introduction to your 
two year English Literature 

A-Level course   
  
 
Introduction 
 

We are very pleased that you have decided to pursue the A-Level 
English Literature course that the English department will be offering 
in September. 
 

The course is very different from the ones that you have been 
following for the last two years. It will require you to show a 
willingness to work independently and demonstrate a commitment 
that goes beyond the work that you have to do.  
 

We hope that you have chosen to take English Literature because of 
the interest you have in Literature. Please ensure that you are 
adequately prepared, completing the summer reading. 
 

This should not be seen as holiday work but as something which 
should be pleasurable if you have chosen the course for the right 
reasons…  
 

We look forward to seeing you in September! 
 

SUMMER TASKS –  
 

● Read Dracula (Bram Stoker) ISBN: 978-0141439846 (if 
possible purchase the Penguin edition - but not mandatory) 

● Produce Chapter Summaries for the text – outlining key 
events/characters/themes 

● Buy 'The Gothic Tradition (Cambridge Contexts in 
Literature)' by David Stevens (and have a skim!)  - we will be 
using this extensively during the course and you will need a 
copy ISBN: 978-0521777322 

● Why not go and see a play at the theatre? You are required to 
analyse dramatic devices in Paper 1 - take notes! 

● Push yourself! Here are additional Gothic texts to read: 
Horace Walpole, The Castle of Otranto;  Ann Radcliffe, The Italian; 
Mary Shelley, Frankenstein; Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray; 
William Faulkner, Light in August; Cormac McCarthy, Outer Dark; Iain 
Banks, The Wasp Factory; Toni Morrison, Beloved 
 

ENGLISH LITERATURE – OCR Specification 
The three units of work for the A-level are: 
 
Exam 1 - Drama and Poetry pre-1900 
2 hours 30 - Closed Book   40% 
Section A - 1hr15 - Shakespeare (The Tempest/Hamlet) -  
Qu 1a - Extract from play - analysis of language/structure/form 
Qu 1b - response to view on play (whole text). 
Section B - 1hr15 - poetry and prose (written pre-1900) 
(A Doll’s House and Rossetti poetry) 
Answer 1 question from a choice of 6 - all questions give a view on 
literature - candidates to respond to the view by comparing the two 
texts studies. 
 
Exam 2 - Comparative and Contextual Study (The Gothic) 
2 hours 30 - Closed Book   40% 
Qu 1 - UNSEEN extract from genre - 'Write a critical appreciation of 
this passage, relating your discussion to your reading of the Gothic.' - 
analysis of language/structure/form in light of your reading of the 
Gothic 
Qu 2 - choice of 3 questions - compare the 2 studied novels (Dracula 
and The Bloody Chamber) in response to a view on the Gothic. 
 
Coursework - 20% (2 tasks) 
3 texts - 1 drama, 1 poetry, 1 prose: 1 text must be written after 2000 
Task 1 - Close Reading - 1000 words - a written analysis of a poem 
(focusing on language/structure/form) – Ted Hughes’ Birthday Letters 
Task 2 - Comparative essay - 2000 words - (Thematic/contextual 
comparison of a play and a prose text) - A Streetcar Named Desire 
and The Kite Runner 
 
All Formal Exams will be taken in June after you have finished your 
two year course. You will be expected to complete regular essays in 
preparation, throughout the course and you will sit several mock 
exams. 
You will need to buy the texts that we study in year 12 and year 13 - 
these are compulsory. We will not be reading the texts in class so you 
must make sure you are completing the reading of these texts outside 
of lessons and well in advance. We would expect you to read the 
examined texts at least three times before the examinations. Success 
at A-Level depends on you reading more widely around the set texts - 
for instance, you will be much more equipped for the Gothic exam if 
you read more than the set texts for the exam (suggestions are 
included in the list of ‘SUMMER TASKS’ on the previous page and 
you will get a reading list in September). 


