
Yr 11 into 12 History Induction Programme 2022

These will prepare you as much as possible for History A level

Unit 1 - Tudors 1485 - 1603 (any questions to Mrs du Bois) - pdubois@tringschool.org
Unit 2 - Cold War 1945 - 1991 (any questions to Mrs Manser) - fmanser@tringschool.org

Complete as many tasks as you can, they will help with the early stages of the course

Unit 1 - The Tudors
Tudor read/ watch list

Here is a list of lots of books - fiction and non-fiction you could read and lots of films /
documentaries to get you into the period. Anything you read and watch is good for building
up your understanding of this topic. I would recommend starting with the White Queen
(either the book - or the TV series!) - this is set during the Wars of the Roses (the period
before Henry VII and the Tudors) and is excellent background reading / watching.

In addition to lots of reading and watching - please complete these 3 specific tasks before
September

Topic Task set

1 The
Tudors:
War of
the
Roses

Watch the following Documentary (British History's Biggest Fibs With Lucy Worsley -
Episode 1: War of the Roses) and answer the 18 questions:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dANvIjbtuDk

1. What is the story of the Battle of Stubbins in the Wars of the Roses?
2. What were the 2 sides in the Wars of the Roses?
3. What happened in 1461 on the 29th March and why was it exceptional?
4. What happened at the Battle of Bosworth according to the Tudors and

Shakespeare?
5. What problems did Henry VII face immediately after Bosworth?
6. How did Henry use the story of the War of the Roses to solve his problems?
7. How did Historians under Henry VII manipulate the Wars of the Roses?
8. How did Henry VIII continue the propaganda started by his father?
9. What problems did Elizabeth I have when she became queen?
10. How did she use the War of the Roses to help her?
11. How and why did Shakespeare write about the Wars of the Roses in the 1590s?
12. How did the Stuarts use the tale of the Princes in the Tower?
13. Where does the name ‘Wars of the Roses’ come from?
14. What is Whig History and what was its view of the Wars of the Roses?
15. How have the Wars of the Roses continued into the 20th century?
16. What is the view of ‘Good King Richard’?
17. What is the link with a car park in Leicester?
18. Do you agree more with the Henry Tudor Society or the Richard II Society? Why?

2 Tudors -
an
overview

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efY2d49_s0o Documentary about the Tudors - good
overview. Watch this and make brief notes. Who were the Tudor monarchs? Identify key
characters and work out relations between them and when they ruled.

mailto:pdubois@tringschool.org
mailto:fmanser@tringschool.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iGUbALSkmM7CThEiod5LbZ8kwp1_WSFYgFAIPZZk7Zc
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3 Tudor
Family
Tree /
fact files

● Create your own version of the Tudors family tree - make sure that you include
names, dates and pictures.

● Create fact files/information sheets of the key events in the reign of each of the
Tudor monarchs:

● Henry VII
● Henry VIII
● Edward
● Mary I
● Elizabeth I

Make sure you consider a range of key events - political, foreign policy, wars,
socio-economic and religious. https://www.britroyals.com/tudortree.asp - if you click on
each monarch you will get a fact file to help you.

You should include:
● Picture/s
● Relevant biographical details
● Information about key people in the reign – e.g. chief ministers / leading nobles
● Information about key events and developments – e.g. wars / rebellions
● Information about foreign policy developments / religious developments

The more introductory reading / research you can do at this stage, the better prepared you
will be to begin the course. However, clearly this will need to be a very concise
summary and you will need to be selective about what you include. Think carefully
about how to present this as effectively as possible.

Additional
options

Future Learn 6 week course on the Tudors:
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/the-tudors

Unit 2 - The Cold War

The aim of the following tasks is to give you a general introduction and overview into
the very early stages of the Cold War.

The following information/tasks are based around a GCSE Cold War topic and  provide the
PERFECT background/introduction to the early stages of the Cold War that you will be
covering during the first Half Term of your A Level study. By working through these tasks &
producing very basic notes you will be creating an invaluable overview of ‘what’s going on’
that we will cover in greater depth and detail as we work through the early stages of the A
Level course.

This work is using  BBC Bitesize - Cold War Origins 1941 - 1956
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3h9mnb/revision/1

The BBC Bitesize link, gives an excellent overview to the background & early development
of the Cold War, up to 1949. Using slides 1 to 9 ONLY complete the following tasks:

● Ideological Differences - use Slide 1. Copy out the table comparing Communism
and Capitalism. Learn it. For A Level History this IS IMPORTANT!

https://www.britroyals.com/tudortree.asp
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/the-tudors
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3h9mnb/revision/1


● The Conferencences - use Slides 2 to 4 to make very basic Fact Files on the
following conferences:

○ Tehran
○ Yalta
○ Potsdam - Slide 4 go through this whole slide, plus all the clips (it's

excellent) to help with your ‘Fact File’ & create a copy/version of the
summary of the 3 conferences.

○ And President Truman.
● Japan and the Atomic Bomb - use Slide 5 to summarise the reasons suggested

why the bomb was dropped AND then use the Revision Tip to pick out the essential
points it makes about the background to the development of the A bomb.

● Soviet Expansion Into Eastern Europe - using Slide 6 watch the clip & then
summarise the main developments covered on the slide.

○ Find an outline map of Europe in 1945 and then copy out/produce
your own timeline of the events from the slide.

● Reactions to Soviet Expansion - Slide 7 (Part 1) This is a really important slide
& covers a lot of important information.
Note that a lot of the reaction towards the Soviet expansion is due to the  ideological
differences and what the West thought about the Soviets.

Put together a spider diagram of:
- Long Telegram
- Novikov Telegram
- Churchill’s Iron Curtain speech. Also find a map of Eastern Europe to

go with these notes on Churchill’s speech, similar to the one on the
slide.

● Policy of Containment - Slide 7 (Part 2)
Using the rest of the information on Slide 7 create 3 basic fact files on:

- Truman Doctrine
- Marshall Plan
- Soviet Response to these policies

● The Berlin Blockade and Airlift - simply use Slide 8 to get an understanding of the
following:

○ How Germany had been divided in 1945
○ What had happened to Berlin
○ The significance of where Berlin was located & what was involved in keeping

West Berlin linked to the Western zones of Germany.
○ What happened and why
○ How the whole ‘crisis’ was eventually sorted out.

Don’t get too bogged in detail, just a general idea will be fine. Just
knowing about the division of Germany and the strange situation of
Berlin will be enough.

● NATO & Warsaw Pact - Using Slide 9 find a map, similar to the one used on the
slide. Introduce  the two alliances and then copy out the table. Finally summarise the
main points made in the mini conclusion, under the table.

DO NOT USE SLIDES 10 & 11 - Slide 9 is the perfect point to finish in developing an
overview to the introduction to your A Level course on the Cold War.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.
Do check out YouTube for any other clips etc that cover any of the above topics. There is so
much information out there, this is a perfect time for you to ‘explore’.
Please note these are entirely optional.

There is an excellent CNN/BBC documentary on the Cold War
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22KIQ1QNnhE&list=PL3H6z037pboGWTxs3xGP7HRGr
Q5dOQdGc
The first 4 episodes cover 1945 to 1949. We will be using these in lessons/homework and
they are very good when you know a little about the subject, but do check them out. Do
watch the first episode - it does set up all the key issues very effectively.

Finally films. While there are not many films that cover this early section, topics that we
cover later in the course are the subject of many films. Here are a selection (I have included
the trailers as a little taster):

Thirteen Days - covers the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-yfIoHXOO9E

VIETNAM (but note  you will not cover until the end of Year 12)

Platoon - the best of the Vietnam war films especially for the conditions in the Vietnam War
by 1967.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KztP7SKe0uk

Full Metal Jacket
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9M3sJOmqxEo

We Were Soldiers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qaOl-Z8iWlA

Apocalypse Now - especially the first part of the film which focuses on conditions in
Vietnam. After that it gets very dark and very strange!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9l-ViOOFH-s

Arms Race/Nuclear War
Doctor Strangelove - weird but regarded as a classic & is all about the arms race & the
danger of nuclear war.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IE9CmX15PYA

Finally - A level Textbooks
When you have got your results and are certain you are going to do A level History - please
buy these three books:
Oxford AQA History for A Level: The Tudors: England 1485-1603
Flagship History – England 1485–1603
Oxford AQA History for A Level: The Cold War c1945-1991

You really will need these for the start of term. Second hand is fine!
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