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Course overview 
 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Component 1: Performing, 30% 

- 8 minutes (minimum) performance 
- Any instrument(s) 
- Any style 
- Solo preferable.  Ensemble performances and improvising options available.  
- Must correspond to LoD: the harder the piece, the more marks you are awarded.  

 
Component 2: Composing, 30% 

- One 4 minute composition either based on a brief set by the exam board, or a free 
composition 

-  2 completed harmony exercises in the style of a Bach Chorale  
 
Component 3: Appraising, 40% 

- 2 hour exam 
- Based on set works, unfamiliar music, aural skills, essay writing 
- Set works are based on 6 areas of study: Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Music for 

Film, Popular Music and Jazz, Fusions, New Directions. 
 
 
Course expectations: 

- Students are required to be having instrumental lessons from a private teacher 
inside or outside of school to help prepare them for the performance unit. 

- Students will be set work to do outside of lessons in the form of practice, 
compositional exercises, essays, and harmony, research and revision/consolidation 
tasks, wider reading and listening. 

- Students are expected to be involved in the music extra-curricular community at 
Tring School. 

 
 
Course split: 
Mrs Smith – 4 hours per fortnight 

- Set works (instrumental, fusions, new directions, music for film), Performance 
 
Miss Hicks – 3 hours per fortnight 

- Set works (vocal, popular music and Jazz), Harmony  
 
Eric Wilson - 1-2 hours per fortnight 

- Composition 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Gap task 1 – Analysis, wider listening and wider reading 

 
As an A level Music student you will have a passion for music in its wider sense. 
 
For this task you will need to listen to a piece of music of your choice or some live music 
you see over the summer break and complete a short written summary 
Your summary should include: 

● Composer(s) details 
● Performer(s) details 
● Background information on the style / genre / period of the music you heard 
● A short background and contextual summary of the music 

o Is it reflective of the style or period in its musical features? Explain why. 
o Was it controversial when it was written?  How was it received by the public 

of the time/press etc. 
o Why was it written? Did the composer meet his/her intentions?  
o Who else was composing at the time? Give some examples and state 

whether the music of that composer is similar or different to your initial 
composer.  

● Your opinions on the music. Did you like or dislike it and why? 
 
 
 

 

Gap task 2 – Performance 
 
Prepare one piece for performance baseline assessment 
 
This will be used to provide you with feedback on your performance skills and be the first 
informal mark for this unit in your first year. The piece can be in any style, any length 
(though I advise you keep it under 6 minutes). If you require an accompanist then please 
bring in a copy of your music in September.  The standard you need to aim for by the end of 
Year 13 is Grade 7/8 so anything Grade 5 plus will be suitable at this point in time.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions about any of the gap tasks or about the course next year please 
email esmith@tringschool.org. 
 
 
Good luck for results day- see you in September! 
 
Mrs E Smith 
Subject Leader for Music 
Tring School 

 
 


