
Ten things you may like to 
know before you join Tring 

School in September.

This booklet belongs to 

____________________________



Top Tip #1:
THE SCHOOL DAY

What does a day at Tring school look like?

Each day you will have tutor time, 5 lessons (1 hour each), a morning break and 
lunchtime. You have these lessons and breaks at the same time as the Year 8 
and 9 students but the older students have some of them at slightly different 
times.

When does the bell ring?

If you hear a bell ringing the fire alarm has gone off. Your 
teacher will take you to the Astro turf which is our 
designated safe area. You should leave all belongings in the 
classroom and follow all instructions.



Top Tip #2:
FOOD CHOICES

Where can I get something to eat?   

What type of food is available?
The Dining Hall serves a huge variety of foods, 
some of the most popular are pastas, 
sandwiches, burgers, bagels and paninis. On 
Wednesday’s you can have a roast dinner and on 
Friday’s you can have fish and chips! You can also 
bring a packed lunch to school if you prefer.

Where can I eat my food?

You can eat your food in the dining hall or outside 
on the many benches in the Courtyard. 

Buy food without cash - Biometric finger recognition

Cash is not an accepted means of payment in the canteen. 
Tring school takes a scan of your thumb (like your phone) which 
is then linked to online payments - via ParentPay. This means 
you can buy food by using your thumb and it’s super quick.

https://www.tring.herts.sch.uk/6309/dining-hall
https://www.tring.herts.sch.uk/6934/parentpay


Top Tip #3:
TUTOR GROUPS AND 
THE HOUSE SYSTEM

What is a tutor group?

When you join Tring School, you will be allocated a tutor 
group run by a teacher in their classroom. This will be your 
form base and your teacher will see you every morning and 
fill you in on school news and events. You will be in a form 
with other students from key stage 3. This means you will 
meet some year 8 and year 9 pupils who can share their 
experiences with you and help you settle in even quicker.

What is the House System?

Each tutor group belongs to one of four houses. These are named after 
famous local Rothschild stately homes – Ascott, Claydon, Halton and 
Waddesdon. You are grouped into houses so you can take part in fun 
activities (like sports day and house drama) to try and win the house cup 
each year. Each house has a colour and this 
will be the colour you have running 
through the stripe on your tie.

Who is my Head of House?

Each House is supported by a Head of House who leads a team of tutors and 
is responsible for your welfare and progress throughout your time at Tring 
school. The Heads of House are situated in Student Services and are 
always available to talk to you.

 Ascott - Mr J Sanday
 Claydon - Mrs S Langdon
 Halton - Mr R Lovell
 Waddesdon - Miss C Mills

https://www.tring.herts.sch.uk/381/pastoral-care


Top Tip #4:
SUBJECTS STUDIED AT TRING 

SCHOOL IN YEAR 7



Top Tip #5:
CHROMEBOOKS FOR LEARNING

All students at Tring School have a Chromebook – either their own, or one 
borrowed from the school for use in lesson time. They’re really simple to 
use and help make lessons even more fun.

When do I use my Chromebook?

In most of your lessons. It gives access to a diverse range of 
online content, e.g. BBC Bitesize, Wikipedia, Quizlet and Hegarty 
Maths. Your teachers will set you work on your Chromebook and 
give you access to interactive resources to help you complete 
your work.

What can my Chromebook do?

A lot! Your Chromebook will give you access to G Suite for 
Education. This includes Google Docs, Google Slides, Google 
Drive and Google Classroom. As well as this, there are lots of 
clever tools to help support learning, such as Read&Write which 
can read aloud to you, lets you talk while it types and has 
dictionaries built in to it or Screencastify which can record your 
screen. As your Chromebook is connected to the internet, you 
will be able to access a wide range of resources, including GO 4 
Schools where you can see your timetable and achievement 
points. 

How do I look after my Chromebook?

Your Chromebook will come with you to school everyday so it’s a 
very good idea to have a case to protect it from being damaged. 
Recharge your Chromebook every night so it can last a full day at 
school. If you have any technical problems with the Chromebook 
the IT department is always available to help solve any issues 
and provide the support you need.

What if I don’t know how to use my Chromebook?

Don’t worry, they’re really simple! You will also receive training 
during your first term where we will show you how to use your 
Chromebook and your teachers will make sure that they show 
you what you need to know to be able to complete your work.



Top Tip #6:
    4 Schools, 

TIMETABLES & HOMEWORK
What is Go 4 Schools?

Go 4 Schools is a very helpful online system on your Chromebook which 
allows you and your parents to view your Attendance, Achievements, 
Timetable and Homework in real time. You will probably check it at least 
once a day so you will become an expert at using it!

At the top of your page is a summary section called “At a glance”.

It shows you your School Attendance percentage (how often you go to school, 
anything over 96% is amazing), which Registration group you are in (house and 
tutor group) and how many behaviour points you have been awarded - both 
positive and negative. Positive behaviour points can be awarded for lots of 
different reasons such as excellent effort, star of the lesson, participation in 
house events and outstanding work. If you are doing really well you might also 
receive a Praise Postcard home or an invitation to a Celebration breakfast!

What is a Timetable?

When you start Tring school you will have your own unique timetable which shows you 
what lessons you have each day. You start each day with tutor time. This is when you 
meet with your form teacher and also take part in group activities and assemblies. You 
have one lesson (also known as period) before break time and then two more lessons 
before lunch time. After lunch you have two more lessons before you go home.

Tring School uses a 2 week timetable. This means you have a full set of lessons over a 
2 week period which then repeat. Your daily timetable is also shown on Go 4 Schools 
however it looks a little different due to the day being shortened after COVID. The 
lessons are in the correct order and have the right rooms and teachers on them 
however the timings on Go 4 Schools have the wrong times!

https://www.tring.herts.sch.uk/1465/go-4-schools
https://www.tring.herts.sch.uk/3621/house-points


In this example for Period One (lesson one) it shows you:
●  What lesson you have e.g. Literacy
●  Which class you are in e.g. 7LX5
●  Which teacher you have e.g. Mrs Merchant
●  Which classroom it is in e.g. D53

You may also be given a Visual timetable which helps 
you quickly see what lessons you have. A visual 
timetable is small and laminated so is able to fit into 
your blazer pocket and can be checked easily during 
the day. 

If you have a visual timetable you will still be able to 
view your timetable on Go 4 Schools as well.

How do I find out what Homework I have?

This section shows you what homework has been set, how long it should take you and 
when it is due. Teachers always set homework on Go 4 Schools so it’s a good idea to 
check this everyday. If you don’t understand what has been set then email your 
teacher who will be happy to explain it to you.



Top Tip #7:
  WHAT MUST I TAKE 

TO MY LESSONS?
My Chromebook - fully charged so that it’s ready to use at the start of 
the day. 

Headphones only to be used in lessons if requested by the teacher. 
Headphones to be wired (NOT Bluetooth enabled). These should have a 
small jack (3.5mm) we may be able to provide adapters if necessary.

For Maths, Science and D&T you will also need a set 
square, a protractor, a compass and a scientific 
calculator. You are not allowed to use your phone 
calculator app.

For Art you will need paint, 
paintbrush & 4B pencil.

A Pencil Case. It should include black and 
green ink Biros, a HB pencil, a pencil 
sharpener, an eraser, colouring pencils, a 
ruler, a small pair of scissors (round 
ended), glue stick and highlighter (optional)

All stationery (apart from the Chromebook and headphones) 
can be bought from the Learning Resource Centre (LRC)

https://tring.herts.sch.uk/1123/learning-resource-centre




Top Tip #8:
TRING SCHOOL UNIFORM

Students are ambassadors of the school and a high standard of dress and appearance 
is expected at all times. Uniform can be bought from the school shop (details below)

What do I need?
The Blazer is plain black with the school crest on the pocket. The blazer should be 
worn at all times in school apart from when your teacher says you can take it off e.g. 
when it is too hot.

Blouses/shirts are white, with a collar, full length cuffed sleeve or short sleeved if 
preferred. The blouse/shirt must be tucked in at all times. Fitted shirts that do not 
tuck in are not allowed. 

Skirts & Trousers - Skirts must be black, not rolled at the waist and be of a 
stitched down pleated design.. Trousers must be black and of a design and material 
appropriate for school wear. Trousers must be full length, plain black and tailored. 
Leggings, hipsters, cropped trousers, skinny trousers, skirt-trouser combination and 
trousers with splits are not permitted. You are allowed to wear a narrow, plain black 
belt, with a simple buckle.

Jumper - A plain black V neck jumper is optional. The school tie should be clearly 
visible through the V neck. Most students are warm enough in class wearing just a 
shirt and blazer. 

Tie - The school tie must be worn by both girls and boys. The tie is ‘clip on’ with the 
house colour running through the stripe. 

Socks/Tights - Socks must be plain black or white. Tights may be black or neutral.

Shoes - Black polishable shoes (leather or patent) must be worn in school. Trainers 
and other types of sports shoes are not allowed to be worn except for games lessons. 

Coats - A sensible weatherproof coat is ideal for walking to school. A coat that is 
light coloured and/or incorporates fluorescent and reflective materials making them 
more visible are safer.  

Where do I buy my Uniform?
Visit Tring school’s website tring.herts.sch.uk select TS Parents and scroll to 
uniform shop.
Please place orders online using ParentPay - an email will be sent to confirm your 
order is ready for collection from Reception.

Any Questions?
If you or your parents are uncertain about any aspect of the uniform then please 
contact the school or check the school website for full details. 

https://tring.herts.sch.uk/1059/school-uniform
https://tring.herts.sch.uk/6934/parentpay


Top Tip #9:
  YEAR 7 PE KIT

Below you will find the full PE kit list that you will need.

You will be told what you need for each lesson according to the activity organised.  
You should check this regularly on your timetable on Go 4 Schools

    Where do I buy my PE kit?
      You can buy it from the school website - see details on the uniform page.

https://tring.herts.sch.uk/1059/school-uniform


Top Tip #10:
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

On my first day in September what do I need to bring?

How do I get a locker?

What do I put in my locker?

Where do I store my musical 
instrument?

Wear your full school uniform.  Bring your pencil 
case and rucksack/bag.  You do not need your PE kit 
on the first day in September

In your induction pack there is a letter about ILS, the 
locker company that we use. You apply for a locker 
using their website www.ilsschools.co.uk the 
company will send you a key and a specific locker to 
use. This locker will be in easy reach for you and we 
will show you where to find it.

You can store your books and PE kit in your locker so 
that you don’t have to carry everything around with 
you between lessons. Don’t store food in your locker 
as it can go smelly!

At the beginning of the day you can take your musical 
instrument to the music department where there is a 
designated cupboard for you to store it safely. You 
can keep it there until you have your lesson and you 
can collect it at the end of the day to take home.



Top Tip #10:
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

If I’m unsure where to go or get lost around Tring School 
what do I do? 

How do I see what homework I have?

When do I get my Chromebook?

What happens if I need to go to the 
toilet in the middle of a lesson? 

First of all, don’t worry! Everyone finds it difficult to 
find their way around school to begin with. Ask any 
adult or student and they will be happy to help you.

ll homework tasks will be placed on ‘Go 4 Schools’ on 
your Chromebook. You and your parents/carers will 
have login details for this.

On the first day in September the IT team will issue 
you your Chromebook and will get you up and 
running. Then you can take it home along with your 
charger. If you are borrowing a school Chromebook 
then you can talk to your tutor and they will show you 
where to go to collect and return one.

Don’t worry, put your hand up and let the teacher 
know. If you’re really desperate then they will let you 
go but we encourage you to use the toilets before 
school, break and lunchtimes and after school so you 
don’t miss your lessons.



Top Tip #10:
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Will there be a lot of homework for me to do? Is it going 
to be very tricky and confusing?

Where can I find out more information 
about Tring School?

What do I do if I’m unhappy or 
uncertain with anything? 

When you first start at Tring there won’t be too 
much homework for you to do. The amount you get 
will increase a bit each year as you get older. The 
homework is no trickier than the lesson work and 
you can always email your teacher for help.

We have a website (www.tring.herts.sch.uk), a Twitter 
account (@tringschool) and a Facebook page 
(@TringSchool) where you can find out lots of 
information.

If you’re uncertain about any of your classwork or 
homework then please see your teacher and they will 
be happy to help you. If it is anything else then see 
your tutor as soon as you can and they will help you.


