
Top Tips for Choosing Your Subjects

● Look at the blocks, see what fits. If there is a clash between subjects you’re interested in
taking, investigate other possibilities. Read subject descriptions in the information booklet
and speak to teachers at the subject fair. It’s not possible to take two subjects from the
same option block so you will need to find an alternative combination.

● Look at the subject entry criteria and think about what’s realistic for you.

● Think about the subjects you enjoy and what you’re good at. You are much more likely to
succeed if you are interested in what you’re learning.

● At the subject fair, visit stands of options you might not have considered! There are subjects
offered at KS5 that might not have been available before (Environmental Science,
Criminology, Economics, Film Studies, Politics) and some that may be quite different from
what you’ve experienced at KS4. But make sure you really find out about those subjects
and don’t just pick something because it sounds glamorous and new without knowing much
about it!

● Speak to current Sixth Formers. Our Y12 and 13 students will be able to tell you what it’s
really like studying the subjects they do.

● There are no ‘easy’ courses! Whatever you choose to do, you will have to work hard. But
do consider how the course is taught - is it lots of coursework or will your grade solely
depend on the exams at the end of the 2 years? Which is a better way of learning for you?

● If you have a particular career or university course in mind, do some research to check you
know what the requirements are to access it. It’s no good doing English Literature, History
and PRS if you want to go and be a physiotherapist, for example. Use Unifrog or take a
look at courses on the UCAS website.

https://www.unifrog.org/
https://www.ucas.com/

