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Head of ScHool’S IntroductIon

as we draw to the close of another academic term at tring School, we have 
much to celebrate and be proud of.

one of many highlights of the term for me is our annual open evening and 
Introduction to Sixth form evening, whereby we can showcase our amazing 
school community to new families. We welcomed over 800 new Year 6 
families and a further 90 Sixth form families into our school. the feedback 
from prospective parents locally and further afield was unbelievably positive. 
Many of them commented on the warm and caring ethos of our school, 
the varied and interesting challenges presented to the visiting students, but 
most notably were the comments made about your children, as tring School 
students. the students who helped out were commended for their smart 
appearance, their eloquence when describing their experience at school 
and confidence in interacting with the public! This is what makes me smile 
with enormous pride, and so should you!

As I reflect on the events and achievements of the past term, I am immensely 
proud of our school community and I have enjoyed celebrating their 
achievements with many of them at different events throughout the term - 
our A Level and GCSE Certificate Evenings, our new celebration breakfasts 
with students in Years 8 - 10 and I look forward to celebrating further with 
Year 7 and 11 in the new Year.

In addition to academic achievement, House competitions have been in full 
swing this term - House drama, Games, cross country, recycled Plastic 
animal and christmas card competitions…. this provides lots of healthy 
rivalry between the students and staff in different houses as well as lots of 
opportunities for students to share their individual talent as well as teamwork.

this term we have changed our approach to raising students awareness of 
personal responsibility and liability around the use of banned substances. 
thank you to all parents for your overwhelming support with our drug 

awareness day. the aim of the day was to help educate the students 
regarding the health and legal implications of using any banned substance, 
as well as offering advice and guidance in identifying common signs and 
symptoms  of anyone under the influence of a banned substance and finally, 
how students can remove themselves from any pressurised situations they 
may find themselves in which involve banned substances. The feedback 
from students and parents has been very positive with points to reflect upon 
and improve for next time.

By now you will all be aware of the sad and tragic loss of one of our Sixth 
form students who died very recently. We have been so impressed with 
how the students have conducted themselves and supported each other 
in such challenging times. our thoughts, love and prayers reach out to the 
family and all those who have been affected by this tragic loss.

as always, the end of term marks a time when we say our goodbyes to staff 
moving on; we bid farewell to Mrs raybould, who has held many roles in 
the school and will be starting a new role in a Middle School as the Send 
coordinator; Mrs newland our Visits coordinator is moving onto a new role 
at Pendley court theatre and Mrs Smith will be going on maternity leave 
very early in the new Year. I would like to thank our departing colleagues 
for their tireless hard work and support over the years and wish them all the 
very best of luck as they move on to pastures new.

We look forward to welcoming all our students back on Monday 7 January 
2019 at the normal time for the start of the new term.

as this term draws to a close and we approach the festive period, I would 
like, on behalf of all at tring School, to wish you a very happy, safe and 
peaceful christmas. thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Mrs S ambrose, Head of School



this term has seen a vast array of activities taking place in the 
enhancement department. lifeskills sessions have covered many 
important and age appropriate themes, including the Year 10 students 
taking an active part in a session led by the charity time to change on 
'Mental Health' whilst the Year 11 students completed an interactive 
lesson on 'finance.'

careers sessions have been reformed with the implementation of 
the Gatsby Benchmarks and all year groups have had the successful 
rollout of our careers and labour market platform called 'unifrog.' 
Students have been engaged with preparing for their futures; including 
research around GcSe and a level options. Year 10 and 11 were 
privileged to have external presentations delivered by  local colleges, 
the apprenticeship programme and the Sixth form team in order to 
prepare for their futures as well. 

Year 8 students were also enthralled in the 'real Game day' which 
allowed them to experience different job roles and what life is like in 
the real world. Students have also been consistently developing their 
enterprise and creativity skills by participating in enterprise markets and 
selling for a variety of charities and personal fund raising for their World 
challenge experience. In october, all year groups were off timetable 
to participate in  enrichment activities on the extended learning day. 

from jitterbug creations to Peter Pan set designs, from sexual health 
and relationships and drug education to outdoor team building, from 
learning a new language to online safety and Soap enterprise. the day 
was jam packed and many character traits were developed and reflected 
on throughout the day.

lastly, our character and Wellbeing Monday programme are continually 
being discussed, applied and reflected on. Character passports are 
actively used in lessons and students are being awarded for their efforts 
and participation. Wellbeing Monday projects this term have included a 
theme around 'optimistic october' and focusing on positive mental health 
as well as 'literacy and wellbeing.' our current project is developing 
skills on our online wellbeing and focusing on online safety.

an upcoming event that the enhancement team have been working 
tirelessly on, is the tring School careers fair on January 15 2019. 
over 50 organisations have volunteered to discuss different pathways 
into careers and help support our young people in preparing for their 
futures. We would encourage all students and their parents to attend in 
the evening in order to discuss potential options for them.

Miss J alder, life Skills coordinator

SkIllS for lIfe

WHat HaPPened on tour?
Some of our Year 8 and 9 boys participated in a rugby tour to cardiff 
during the october half term. all involved had an amazing time. 

the boys were put through their paces as they got to train at cardiff 
arms 4G pitch by the academy coaches which really developed 
individual skills and team work. they also got to see how the 
professionals do it by attending a Pro14 rugby match between the 
ospreys and Irish side connaught in a very chilly friday night lights 
game. other highlights of the trip included bowling, tree top mini golf 
and also when the tourists participated in the Principality Stadium tour 
which included some fantastic rugby stories not to mention sitting in 

the Welsh team changing rooms whilst listening to rousing team talks! 
finally the boys played against some local opposition where they were 
extremely competitive but unfortunately did not manage to win against 
an extremely well drilled cardiff side. 

By the time we arrived back to tring, boys and staff alike were suitably 
exhausted after enjoying an amazing couple of days on tour. Hopefully 
the boys can take what they learnt in Wales into their school and club 
performances for the rest of the year. 

Mr J Morgan, assistant Subject leader Pe



a GooGle  adVenture
tring School has had the honour of being the only school in the whole 
of the uk which was invited to speak at the prestigious Google cloud 
next 18 event in tokyo. tring School has been at the forefront of 
innovation in the education sector in the uk since it embarked on the 
Google journey in January 2015. the one-to-one chromebook scheme 
for the students alongside the introduction of G Suite for education has 
revolutionised the way that students learn and interact in the classroom. 
More engagement, more collaboration, more excitement and more 
interaction and extremely high quality feedback from teachers have led 
to improved results across the board.

In September, chris lickfold, assistant Headteacher at tring School, 
presented at the Google next conference in tokyo. In front of an 
audience of school leaders and education boards from asia and Japan, 
chris demonstrated how the school has successfully transitioned the 
use of technology into the day-to-day of school life. He spoke of the 
many opportunities (and challenges) that the technology brings and 
how the school has harnessed these to become one of the leading uk 
schools for technological innovation.

Google cloud next is a large exhibition showcasing the Google suite 
across a wide range of sectors including education. the show has toured 
to San francisco in July, Japan in September and will be in london in 
november. In the education strand, outstanding representatives were 
invited from seven different countries including Mexico, canada,

Sweden, australia and the uk to come together to tell their stories.

chris lickford, commenting on his experience said "It was an amazing 
opportunity to represent the uk education system and the work 
we have done at tring School. to be on a stage with other schools 
from across the world was an incredible privilege and honour. I am 
immensely proud of all that we have achieved at tring, and for the 
school to be able to demonstrate how adopting technology has led to 
clear improvements in learning outcomes is a highlight of my career". 
Another benefit that has arisen from the trip to Japan is the interaction 
with other schools from across the world. technology will enable chris 
and tring School to connect their classrooms with their newly found 
peers using video conferencing across the Google system. By interfacing 
through common technology, these geographically distant schools 
can share experiences in the classroom and help foster an awareness of 
different cultures. In addition, over the last two years tring has hosted 
visitors from 100 other schools from the uk, europe and asia.

the journey from tring to tokyo has been an incredible experience 
for the school but it is a journey that isn’t and never will be concluded. 
the speed of technological advances will never slow down and tring 
School plans to remain at the forefront of innovation and collaboration 
on a global stage.

Mr r Gibberd, Business director

are  You a Good JudGe?

It’S a MYSterY

tring School was invited to be part of an international judging 
panel for a school dance competition in kazakhstan this term. 
this was a really exciting opportunity and a great way to make  
international contacts. Mrs Golla, third from left,  and her team 
of students, aimee and chloe in Year 8 and emma and Jess in 
Year 11, ably judged the competition with marks out of 10 in true 

on tuesday 27 november 2018, 7lX2 took part in a mystery 
hangout during their french lesson. this involved virtually 
connecting with a school in another part of the 
world and asking and answering yes or no questions 
in french to work out where the other class was. 

Both the English and Canadian students (and teachers!) 
enjoyed the experience. the students loved being able to use their 

language skills to figure out where their mystery partners were.

after 40 minutes, we had worked out that they were in ontario, 
canada and they had worked out that we were in england. 
Who will work out the town and school first? To be continued in 
January 2019…

Mrs emma ferris, Google leader

Strictly come dancing fashion. 
chloe said of the event “ I enjoyed seeing a variation of dancers, 
boys and girls, giving the dances 100% effort. It was interesting 
to see the difference between their dance styles and ours in 
england” and fellow judge aimee said “ It was very interesting to 
see other styles of dancing from around the world”



Student SucceSS
It’s been a very busy year with Key Stage 3 and 4 interventions! 

the Year 10 students started their year with a ‘How to revise’ workshop 
which involved all students learning key revision strategies which can be 
used across all subjects such as how to make mindmaps, flashcards 
and fishbones. These resources can all be accessed via the Key Stage 
4 Study Support page and it’s been fantastic to see so many students 
accessing these resources already. 

this term saw Mr Belony joining the key Stage 4 team as academic 
learning   Mentor   for Year 10. already he has worked with selected 
students focusing on organisation, revision skills and how to prepare 
for exams. this support will continue all the way through the year and 
he has many resources and ideas that he’s happy to share with the 
students of Year 10. 

Year 11 has been a key focus of the key Stage 4 Interventions team 
with different initiatives being introduced to the year group. My tutor 
was launched for the second year running, with 35 students receiving 
one-to-one online tuition with university students. the buy in from 
students has been fantastic so far and it has been successful in raising 
students’ achievement in Maths and Science as well as improving 
student confidence in these subject areas. The students of Year 11 
have also benefited from a workshop with Live N Learn. They covered 
many topics including managing time, revision strategies and the concept 
of growth mindset. It gave students practical tips to take away and the 
feedback from students has been extremely positive. It has also been 

great to see many of them using the revision timetable to help them get 
organised for their mock exams. 

Celebration Breakfasts  

this term we have commemorated the excellent achievement of Year 
8, 9 and 10 students by holding celebration breakfasts. this is a lovely 
opportunity for students to come together, discuss their achievements and be 
proud of their success. the Senior leadership and Heads of House 
attended these events and enjoyed congratulating the students. the 
students were invited to enjoy a selection of food and drinks whilst 
chatting to friends and teachers about their achievements. 

Year 7 Mentoring

In october, the Year 12 students submitted applications to become a 
Mentor for a Year 7 pupil. the students were asked about what they 
felt they could contribute to the role of a mentor, what challenges they 
felt students might face and how they could support students. We 
were so impressed by the quality of the applications this year and 
were delighted that 69 students were successful. In november, Year 
12 Mentors attended an entire day of training to prepare them for their 
role as a mentor. Students’ feedback from this training was extremely 
positive, with many rating every aspect of the day highly. 

Mr I Rogers, Assistnt Head & Miss F Mitchell, 
Interventions Coordinator

a MuSIcal terM
the last term has been an extremely active one for the Music 
Department! One of the first events we played at was Tring 
festival of fire held at tring cricket club. We had all the members 
of the Swing Band play some of their most popular repertoire to 
a packed audience - there were even a few little ones dancing 
along with us after the judging of the Guy competition!

this festive period for tring Music has seen a particularly busy 
schedule for us this year! We opened with a trip for members of 
the Junior choir to oak lawn Sheltered Housing. the audience 
loved seeing our younger years perform a number of everyone’s 
festive favourites and often joined in themselves! At the same 
time a group of sixth-former students visited Grove road Primary 
School to play some live music to the students, and hopefully 
promote a lifelong passion for music within tring’s younger 
community.  

of course, christmas would not be complete without our annual 
christmas concert. this year’s concert showcased the talents of 
our different music groups. We were extremely proud of the way 
every one of our students performed to a packed desborough 
Hall. the evening showcased the hard work and perseverance 
demonstrated by all the students throughout the term  and this 
was appreciated by the supportive audience. last but not least, 
the final event for the department saw the school’s various choirs 

make their way to tring church for the christmas carol Service 
during the final Tuesday of term. Parents, family members and 
friends also joined us to enjoy the service. there is no lovelier way 
to end the term than with our stunningly talented singers performing 
our favourite carols under the candlelight, complete with mince 
pies and mulled wine to complete our christmas Season.

on the last day of term each of the four houses took their turn to 
walk to the church, where they joined in singing the carols and 
listened to readings from both pupils and staff.
 
on behalf of tring School Music I would like to wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year! 

Miss E Hicks, Extra Curricular Head of Music



rooted to tHe Ground
the outdoor classroom has had a busy term starting with a trip to dancers end nature reserve, where the students learnt all about  woodland 
management and shelter building. they also visited Berkhamsted School outdoor centre, where they all took part in team building activities 
such as crate staking. 

they have submitted a bid to tesco for money to create a wildlife area including a pond, bird feeding stations and wildlife cameras so lots of 
different habitats can be studied by the whole school on site and not only the students who use the outdoor classroom. keep your 
eyes out for the tokens next term.

the students were also delighted to have successfully completed the level 3 royal Horticultural Society Schools Gardening award. 
In order to achieve this the students had to complete a number of tasks including growing their own fruit, vegetables and flowers, 
encourage wildlife and re-use as many things as possible and understanding composting. as a reward for completing this level the 
rHS have given the odc a  £150 voucher to pay for 3 boxes of vegetables and fruit plug plants which will be delivered to the school 
during the summer term. 

as the odc grows it has also been enjoyed by other departments in the school who have taken advantage of the fresh air and inspiration 
that being outside has to offer. 

Mrs d lea, odc leader

for tHe loVe of BookS
the lrc team endeavour to provide a safe haven; a place where 
pupils can escape to, where they can discover new worlds and stories 
and, of course, where books are lent for free. recent national literacy 
trust research shows that “children who enjoy reading and writing are 
much happier with their lives than children who don’t.” 

that is why the lrc team respond promptly to students’ requests for 
books they are keen to read and strive to ensure the books are up-
to-date with popular, engaging and challenging titles. Stacks of new 
books have arrived this term, supporting both teaching and learning 
and reading for pleasure. If your child is looking for a book to read, do 
encourage them to come into the lrc.

to further encourage reading for pleasure, Mrs roberts organised two 
Battle of the Books challenges; students read Michael Morpurgo’s 
Private Peaceful and david Walliams’ Gangsta Granny, then pit their 
wits and knowledge against tring School staff for the Battle of the 
Books Quiz.  Impressively, students triumphed in both challenges. 

In february 2019, Mrs Matthews will be launching the excelsior award 
for graphic novels and students will be invited to read the shortlisted 
titles.  We are currently recruiting students who love graphic novels; if 
that’s your child, get them to pop into the lrc and sign up.

Mrs S Watkins, lrc Manager

trInG WrIteS
as part of their active citizenship, sixty one Year 12 and Year 13 
students have been acting as ‘reading Buddies’ and classroom 
assistants supporting the literacy skills of our younger students across 
the ridgeway learning Partnership.  

Year 7 students meet three times each week with their Year 12 reading 
Buddy in the lrc and read together, discussing what they have read 
and reigniting their joy for reading. they have formed some 
wonderful friendships and have really supported each other to improve 
their reading ability.

a number of Year 12 students also attend Grove road Primary School 
as part of the ridgeway learning Partnership to support students in 
Year 5 and Year 6 with their reading: 

once a week I read at Grove road Primary School, guiding a Year 6 
pupil in improving her reading skills. the pupil I help is very engaged 
and with my assistance, is constantly improving on her reading ability 
and her confidence is growing. My time at Grove is rewarding and I 
enjoy feeling that my time and effort is appreciated and is paying off. 
the opportunity is also a fantastic experience for those who wish to 
work with children in the future. 

finally, a number of students have been working closely with teachers in 
the english department to support Year 7 students with their literacy in 
their lessons; leading small group activities and working one-to-one with 
individuals to support their understanding and writing skills. 

Miss n Mackie, english

the english department will soon be launching tring Writes, a new 
creative writing magazine, showcasing students’ writing in different 
genres. The first issue is focused on the theme of Remembrance and 
will include work from all year groups. It is currently being collated by 
the superb vertical-year editing team (some of whom are pictured 
below). look out for this over the next few weeks.

Mrs J Brown

readInG BuddIeS



Remembrance Day Poppy Art work 
created by the Claydon Tutor Groups

www.tring.herts.sch.uk


