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Head’s Introduction
Success by Tring School students is always plentiful 
and I have the unique privilege to celebrate with our 
students their great achievements, be it academic, 
pastoral, extracurricular or community projects.  

This year alone we have had 121 signing of the Headteacher’s 
Book of Commendation. This is 49 more than last year. 
For those of you who don’t know about this special 
book, it is a scheme that has been in place in the school 
for many many years and it recognises the success of  
youngsters who do exceptional things both inside and 
outside of school.  

I want to share a few highlights from around our school 
and I will begin with our sporting success. Our Year 8 
girls won the Netball District League and the District 
Rounders Tournament this year. We also gave good 
performances in both County hockey and rugby. The 
U13 and U15 girls Cricket teams both got through to 
the County finals and the Under 15 team were runners 
up. There have also been some really encouraging     
individual achievements in the district athletics competition.

In Drama, we had another magnificent school play with 
Dr Faustus. Following on from this, the drama performances 
for the GCSE and A level were unique and breathtaking.  

In Music, we have seen many more students taking 
part in musical concerts. The level of enjoyment, skill 
and sheer entertainment is exceptional and a joy to 
have in our school.  

In Art, our students have shown an extraordinary display 
of talent and skill at the annual exhibitions. I was incredibly  
impressed especially when the The Arts Society select 
paintings for The Young British Artist competition.

This year, Mr Dobberson is stepping down from being 
an Assistant Head.  He is going to be taking an active 
role with our build, the design and helping me manage 
the movement of students and staff as we go through 
the different phases. Andrew has been instrumental 
in so many developments at Tring School and he has 
been a guardian of our Christian ethos and values. Most 
recently he organised for the students in both Tring 
and Grove Road to have their photo taken in the shape 
of the Ridgeway Learning Partnership logo. This is the 
name of our newly formed Multi Academy Trust and we 
hope more local schools will join in time.  

Visits for our students continue to be a highlight and 

I know some year groups get more than others but 
it all depends on the content and opportunities that 
arise. Amongst others, there has been a Spanish visit to 
Barcelona, Geographers went to Iceland, Art have  been 
to Suffolk, PE to Shrewsbury and very soon our World    
Challengers will be heading off to Sri Lanka.

This year we had Ofsted and whilst it’s always a tense 
time, we achieved a true reflection of our school and 
the areas for development were not new to us. There 
were lots and lots of positives and together we can be 
rightly proud of what we have achieved.  If you replied 
to the Ofsted questionnaire then thank you for doing this. 

Within lessons, there have been exciting curriculum 
developments including, Maths Mastery, Chromebook 
developments using google classroom, MyTutor, 
Kumon, Lexia Literacy Programme and a review of 
the KS3 schemes of work. Life at Tring School never 
stands still in the classroom.

I want to end by saying a massive thank you to all of 
you as parents and grandparents who frequently attend 
school events and support your child. As the African 
proverb says, ‘it takes a village to raise a child’. Tring 
creates a great environment for exactly that; the external 
clubs, the support networks from families, the similar 
values and aspirations of the town as a whole, a 
centrepiece in our community is our church and of 
course all of the local schools working together.  

Mrs S Collings, Headteacher



Tring School are celebrating their amazing success 
at this year’s BBC2 500 Words Story competition.

This year was the biggest ever in the BBC 500 Words 
Stories competition with over 135,000 entries and even 
more so for the Year 7 and Year 8 students of Tring 
School. A staggering eleven students made it through 
the tough competition to reach the second round and 
become some of the five thousand shortlisted entries. 
Congratulations to our eleven shortlisted students 
(pictured); Tom Hubbocks, Tilly Hodges, Arianwen Lang, 
Megan Ullman, Arthur Edmonds, Grace Royffe, Amelia 
Tuckwell, Elouise Kennealy, Fern Asquith, Freya 
Messenger and Joseph Childs.

Unfortunately, the dream of winning was short lived as 
emails came in to announce that our students had not 
been successful in making the concluding shortlist of the 
final fifty stories. Heartbreak fell upon the Tring School 
English Department staff and the students, but only 
momentarily as Miss Hicks’ spirits were lifted by a 
separate scintillating email, “The exciting news is that 
we’ve run the shortlist and I’m delighted to say that 

‘BBC Radio 2 500 Words’ Stories Take Tring School by storm!
Arthur Edmond’s story, ‘A.I.’ has been selected as a Wild 
Card in the competition”. Arthur was in with a chance! 
Attending the final at Hampton Court Palace, hosted by 
Radio 2 DJ Chris Evans, with his mum on 8 June 2018,  
Arthur sat tensely, waiting for the winners to be revealed. 
After a nail-biting wait, the results were finally announced… 
He’d done it! After failing to make the final fifty stories 
and forging his way through by the skin of his teeth as a 
Wild Card, Arthur was  rewarded with the most fantastic 
achievement of winning  the Bronze  Award, third overall 
in the 10-13 age category! Not only was his story “A.I.” 
read out live on BBC Radio 2 by critically acclaimed 
actor, Jason Isaac, but Arthur also won his own height in books. 

We would like to congratulate all 11 entrants who made it 
on  the shortlist initially - what an incredible achievement!  
But obviously, the biggest recognition goes to Arthur for 
his creativity and tenacity throughout the process - enjoy 
devouring your multitude of books over the summer. 

Miss N Mackie, English Teacher.  

We lay there, dead still, holding our breath, waiting 
for the moment to pass. My mother had her hand 
over my little brother’s mouth. We could sense their 
presence above the floorboards, scouring the kitchen, 
scouring the area of all movement, all sound, all 
smell. Suddenly, we heard their clunking feet march 
out of the room. My father let out a sigh of relief. 
“That was too close.” he said. “All they had to do was 
lift a floorboard and we would have been done for”. I 
lay my head on my dusty pillow.

All night the image of two animatronic eyes piercing 
through the floorboards was pasted on my mind.

Next morning I woke up to a drip of water landing on 
my face. I strained my eyes but could see nothing; 
only the floorboards above me. Later on that day we 
shared a loaf of bread and some butter. It was the 
first real food I had had in days so I savoured it. It felt 
like years since I had been outside. I longed for the feel 
of crisp air caressing my face, and the smell of fresh 
towels dancing in the breeze.

The next day, I woke up to hear clunking feet. Instantly, 
I froze. This was the closest they had ever come 
before as they checked the storage unit. The second 
sweep in two days which meant they were on high alert.

Again, I felt that drip the next day. It was starting to 
bug me, so I moved my pillow to a new location.

With urgency, my father woke me up. He pressed his 
finger against his lips and nodded his head in the direction 

of the ceiling. There were more this time, a dozen or so. 
This was the largest one yet. Suddenly we heard a 
booming voice from upstairs.

“63% of the human population remaining”.

My mother lowered her eyes to the dirty floor in despair. 
More than half of the earth wiped out by those stupid  
robots. If I could have jumped out and shot them, I 
would have. But what use is a gun against impenetrable, 
fleshless, titanium? We no longer know our rivals. 
They lack empathy, which means fighting is futile. Simul-
taneously, I saw two robotic eyes light the corner of 
our room. This was it; I had blown our cover.

I backed away, edging towards my mother and father 
who were knotted in a desperate embrace. My heart 
was about to jump out of my chest and beads of sweat 
formed on my forehead. My brother squealed before 
father could muffle the sound of his voice.

“What was that?” yelled a heartless voice from above 
the floorboards.

My eyes locked with its. It was a cold empty stare. 
Lacking emotion, it pointed to the small fire escape in 
the shadows of the room. Our escape.
Without a glance we crept like rats to our freedom. 

“Just rats” said 2629 as a cold tear landed on an 
empty pillow.

“A.I”  by Arthur Edmonds



A Summer of Fun
The Year 13 May Ball is an annual tradition which has grown and grown to become a highlight of 
the Sixth Form Calendar. The event was entirely organised by members of the Sixth Form Social 
Committee, lead by Ella Dixon,  who arrange everything from printing of the tickets to decorating 
the venue.  The party started at school with the Champagne Reception attended by all the students 
dressed in their finest gowns and suits, along with their families and friends.  A fleet of red London 
buses then conveyed the students off to Missenden Abbey where they danced the night away with 
a grand finale of a stunning show of fireworks to end the evening.

Leaving on a High
The Year 11 Leavers’ Prom has also become an extremely popular and long anticipated event, 
marking the end of the exam season and for some students, the end of their time at Tring School. 
The Prom was held in the beautiful settings of Shendish Manor and was attended by nearly every 
student from Year 11, who took full advantage of the photo booth, the buffet and the DJwww who 
played all evening. The students also had the chance to vote for the Prom King and Queen, 
cutest couple, best dressed boy and girl and the best “Glow-up”, in other words, who had grown up the best!

The whole evening would not have been possible without the hard work of Miss Stefan, Head of 
Waddesdon, who made sure that it was a Prom to remember for all the students.  



A World of Adventures
Tring School have been running World Challenge trips for many 
years, firstly with our older students for 3-4 weeks every other 
year and for the last seven years, with our Year 9 students; all 
have been hugely successful and beneficial for both the Challengers 
and the communities we strive to support overseas.

The trips are designed to be both physically and mentally 
challenging. Each student on the team has an opportunity to 
lead and all decisions are for the team to make from organising their 
transport and accommodation, shopping for food, cooking for 
themselves and problem solving. Teamwork is of paramount 
importance and personal development of each individual is 
monitored and encouraged. The trips are split into three sections, 
a community engagement project, a challenging trek with 
rough camping either in tents or hammocks and at the end an 
element of rest and relaxation.
 
Last year our Year 9 students had an amazing adventure in 
Belize. Each of the three teams worked on a project to build a 
shelter,  one in a school and another at a rural health centre. 
The health centre at Mahogany Height village was particularly 
successful. Miss Raquel, our project host, was a hugely 

inspiring lady who managed the health of the village with limited 
support from a volunteer doctor who arrived infrequently. 
Our students took on paying for and building the shelter 
which is not only used as a waiting area sheltering patients 
from the sun and rain but also as an outdoor classroom for 
vital health education and also for the local sewing group 
who raise money by making and selling items in the local 
market. The students learnt that the local people made do 
with very little, the children were happy and generous and 
all the material things that we take for granted are not always 
necessary. One student told me "there were so many things 
she asked her parents for but she had realised that there 
was very little she really needed". The students were so 
inspired by Miss Raquel's dream to have a kitchen on site 
that they came back and with their families raised enough 
money to build the kitchen. We are still in touch with the 
project and we are so proud of our students for making such a 
massive difference.

The trek took us into the jungle where we encountered 
snakes, tarantula spiders, hairy caterpillars and all sorts 
of bugs and beasts. Hammock sleeping was challenging 

but great fun and with our expert guides we were soon 
very knowledgeable as to which creatures were best 
avoided! The trek included an element of caving 
which was new to us all and the small spaces were 
somewhat scary for some but everyone, with 
encouragement from each other, overcame
their fears.

The R&R element took us out the delightful 
Caribbean island of Caye Caulker which we all 
loved. The beautiful location, the snorkelling and 
sailing rounded our trip off perfectly.

This year we are off to Sri Lanka with 38 students 
in 3 teams. We are really proud of them all, they 
have all raised almost £3000 each for the trip plus 
an extra £6000 to enhance their project experience. 
Our year of meetings, training camps and treks, 
planning and research will mean that we can hit the 
ground running and truly enjoy the experience.



Duke of Edinburgh 
Each year, around fifty Year 10 Tring School students choose 
to take up the challenge of the Bronze Duke of  Edinburgh 
Award. To achieve the Award, participants have to take part 
in four different activities for the Physical, Skill, Volunteering 
and an expedition. Participants need to complete an hour a 
week of their activities for the Physical, Skill and 
Volunteering section over 3 months for two of the sections 
and 6 months for the third. Some examples of the activities 
students are undertaking this year are volunteering at 
College Lake, working with a local Brownies pack and 
helping out in the Learning Resource Centre at school, tap 
dancing, yoga, tennis and martial arts, playing piano, learning 
to paint, officiate sports or take care of horses. 

For the expedition, students all complete a training day, learning 
about camp craft, navigation skills and the kit they need. 
This is followed up by a two day practice expedition when 
the students get more practical training from their instructors 
before they complete an independent two day, assessed 
expedition. At Bronze Level, this takes place in the local 
countryside so we are able to enjoy four glorious days of 
walking in the Chiltern Hills. 

Next year, we will be offering Bronze Award holders the 
opportunity to progress onto the Silver Award. The time

commitment for each section for Silver is: 
Volunteering section: 6 months
Physical and Skills sections: One section for 6 months and 
the other section for 3 months
Expedition section: 3 days/2 nights. Students will need to 
join an open expedition to complete this section as we are 
currently not able to offer this through the school. There are 
a lot of companies who offer this and we can certainly point 
students in the right direction. Usually, these take place 
in wilder parts of the country such as The Brecon Beacons, 
Snowdonia National Park or The Lake District.

For the Gold Award, the time commitments are:
Volunteering section: 12 months
Physical and Skills sections: One section for 12 months 
and the other section for 6 months
Expedition section: 4 days/3 nights
Residential section: Undertake a shared activity in a residential 
setting away from home for 5 days and 4 nights. 

We hope that lots of Bronze Award holders will want to 
continue on to do the Silver and Gold Awards. Please do 
look out for your invitation to take part in the near future. 

Miss A Moore, Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator

New Website Launch
Tring School is really pleased to launch its new 
school website. The website has been designed to 
give current and prospective parents a real  insight 
to life in the school whilst presenting information in 
a clear and logical format. There are many features 
we are excited about, however, a couple in particular 
should be given a specific mention. On the home 
page there is a “news wall”, this is a social media 
wall which groups together the most recent
announcements, Facebook posts, Tweets and 
YouTube videos posted by the school. We try and 
post regularly through social media and this feature 
brings it all together in one place. The other feature 
is a sports page which features all upcoming fixtures 
and past results for the respective teams we have 
in the school. Match reports and images of games 
can also be linked in to the match results. 

We are really pleased with the look and feel of the 
new site. However, we would really value your feedback. 
If you have any comments please let us know by 
the using the “contact us” option on the new site to 
get in touch.

Chromebook Scheme and Repairs
We are absolutely thrilled by the take up of 
Chromebooks across the school and the impact the 
use of IT is having in the classroom. The Chrome-
book devices themselves have also proved to be 
a real success, however, as is the case with all IT 
unfortunately damage can occur and repairs need 
to be carried out. We have an agreement with Asus 
which allows us to carry out repairs on their behalf 
without invalidating the warranty. We use genuine 
Asus parts and only charge for the replacement part 
as the labour costs for maintenance and repairs are 
included in the Student Chromebook Package. If 
the repair cannot be carried out we will advise you 
of the next possible step. 

If you wish your device to have a free repair evaluation 
by the IT team and repaired, if possible, then please 
call the team on 01442 822303 or alternatively 
email chromebooks@tringschool.org 

Mr C Lickfold, Senior Leader



 Student Support
The Year 10 students started their year with a ‘How to 
revise’ workshop which involved all students learning key 
revision strategies which can be used across all subjects 
such as how to make mindmaps, flashcards and fishbones. 
Feedback from students shows that they used these templates 
in preparation for their mocks which is great to see as they 
are developing the skills needed for their external GCSEs 
in Year 11. 

Miss Doyle, as Academic Learning Mentor for Year 10, has 
carried out some fantastic workshops with selected students. 
These have  focused on organisation, revision skills and 
how to prepare for exams. It was also introduced that the 
Year 10s, before their exams, could visit Miss Doyle at a 
lunchtime drop in to have a quiet place to revise and get 
support with revision techniques. This was open to the 
year group and it was positive to see many students taking 
advantage of this. 

Year 11 has been a key focus of the Key Stage 4 
Interventions team with many initiatives introduced with 
the year group. Back in September, we launched My Tutor. 
This is one-to-one online tuition with university students 
and fifty four Year 11 students took part in it at different points 
in the year. It has been successful in raising students’ 
achievement in Maths and Science and one of the largest 
areas of success is improving student confidence in these 

subject areas. Due to the success of this, it will be rolled out 
with selected Year 10 students as they move into Year 11 
in September. The programme was so successful for Tring 
School that My Tutor have been using us in their promotional 
material which is great to see! 
Live N Learn - Year 9 and Year 11

The mock results week in January launched a range of initiatives 
with Year 11. Following on from their results day, 80 students 
were involved in an exciting workshop with an external company 
called Live N Learn. They covered many topics including 
managing time, revision strategies and the concept of growth 
mindset. It gave students practical tips to take away and use 
in preparation for exams. 

Following a survey with students, we decided to have Live N 
Learn as part of the Year 11 programme for ELD in March to 
cover how students prepare in the final weeks before exams. This 
day also saw them completing Maths and English workshops 
to develop the skills needed for the exams. To ensure they 
were all revising successfully students could help themselves 
to goodies in the form of highlighters, flashcards, post-it notes, 
paper and revision templates; this proved to be a hit with the 
students! Year 9 also benefited from this visit and took part in 
some excellent workshops focusing on growth mindset, motivation 
and unlocking potential for students. 73% of students rated the 
session as good or outstanding. 

“We did lots of games to help confidence and I liked when 
we went off in groups to do activities.”

“It was really fun and interactive and I enjoyed the group 
activities and when we got to get up and do things.”

“It was a good session as it gave people the opportunity to take 
part in activities they wouldn’t usually do which was good. I 
enjoyed when we had group discussions as everyone took part.”

Mock results week also saw the launch of Period 6. This 
structured extra hour on the school day meant that students 
could receive intensive revision from their teachers to help 
prepare them for the exams. 1362 hours of support was 
given to students across all subjects and attendance was 
96% which shows a real commitment from staff and students 
to their success. 

Lunchtimes have proven to be a valuable time for revision. 
Three days a week since January, students have been 
giving up their time to complete revision material with 
the support of staff including Mr Beedell as the Academic 
Learning Mentor for Year 11. This general support has 
helped students prepare and stay focused in the run up to 

exams. It’s been great to see almost 50 students accessing this 
support. This runs alongside all the support that is offered 
by subjects so that the students receive a holistic package. 
Here we have seen the students follow through on all of the 
strategies that we have introduced to them so they quickly 
get working with any of the revision templates that we have 
on offer.

Celebration Breakfasts - Year 9, 10, 11

After the Year 11 mock examinations a Mock Results Day 
was held so that the students were familiar with the process 
and inevitably the emotions that they could potentially have 
in August.  

Every detail was looked at right down to the students receiving 
their printed results for the first time in an envelope.  After 
this the data was looked at to ensure that we could assist 
the appropriate students in the lead up to the summer GCSEs 
and engage those students quickly.  In addition to this we 
wanted to celebrate those that had exceeded expectations 
to highlight the hard work and effort that they had put in.

Mr I Rogers, Assistant Headteacher



Our inaugural Celebration Breakfast was held at the end 
of January for 40 students to show that the school is 
proud of their diligence and they should be too.

Following the success of the Year 11 event, we commemorated 
the excellent achievement in Years 9 and 10, by holding a 
celebration breakfast for the students in the Spring term. 

We are incredibly proud of the students who attended these 
events for their diligence and commitment to their studies. 

The students were invited to enjoy a selection of food and 
drinks whilst listening to music and chatting to friends and 
teachers about their achievements. 

It was a lovely way to recognise their hard work and also talk 
positively about the importance of striving for your best.

Year 7 - Mentoring

At Tring School, we understand that the transition process 
between primary and secondary school can be daunting as 
well as exciting. In light of this, we run a mentoring scheme 
which takes place across the year. This is a wonderful opportunity 
for both Year 12 and Year 7 students. As part of this scheme, 
Year 12 students receive training on a whole range of areas 
to support their mentees. The older students are able to take 
responsibility for guiding their younger peers in the school 
through challenges they might face, helping them set goals 
and improve their self confidence. This is a valuable and 
inspiring experience for Year 12, whilst Year 7 students have 
benefitted from their advice and guidance, with many improving 
their problem solving, organisation and confidence around 
the school. At Tring School, we encourage students to be 
organised and independent, in order to prepare them for adult 
life. Being organised gives students the opportunity to make 
a success of every lesson. For example, if a student forgets 
equipment or homework, we know that this has a negative 
impact on their lessons for that day. Year 7, 8 and 9 students 
have received a variety of academic interventions across the 
year, many of which have focused on organisation as a key 
area. Miss Caunt, as Academic Learning Mentor for Year 7 up 
until Easter and Mrs Rogers, as Academic Learning Mentor for 
Year 8, led these excellent workshops for students. The work-
shops focused on key aspects of organisation, such as being 
on time to lessons, remembering equipment or PE kit, accessing 
homework on Go4Schools, communicating effectively with 
teachers and using chromebooks with confidence. Students 
who attended these workshops showed a notable increase 
in their organisation and 100% of students who took part       
commented that they felt more organised in these areas. 

Student Success
have given them a chance to experience new challenges 
and form strong relationships. Organisations such as the 
Scouts have a positive impact on the emotional wellbeing 
of young people and can help to build their resilience. By 
taking part in the outdoor classroom, the students have 
experienced similar activities and this has impacted on their 
self esteem and developed their initiative and problem solving. 

Year 9 - Revision

Students have benefitted from the fantastic work Miss 
Doyle has offered them  as Academic Learning Mentor 
for Year 9 this year. In preparation for their exams, Miss 
Doyle arranged a wealth of activities to support students. 
Revision sessions took place at lunchtime, where students 
had a quiet space to focus and were able to get support 
in a variety of areas. Miss Doyle created a fantastic revision 
classroom for Year 9 to use which allows them to locate 
revision material easily. She also created a variety of 
revision materials for students to use which has allowed 
students to develop their independence and initiative 
when organising their approach to exams. Small group 
intervention has also led to students experiencing greater 
confidence and a sense of achievement.

Year 7 - Life Skills

Some Year 7 students undertook their in-class assessments 
for the first time in May. In preparation for this, students took 
part in a life skills sessions where they were taught transferable 
revision techniques which can be used in a range of subjects 
across the school. Students commented that they found the 
session reassuring in preparation for their assessments.

Year 8 - Workshops and Revision

Some Year 8 students have also benefited from a range of 
small group and 1:1 interventions across the year. Some 
sessions have focused on engagement and resilience and 
have led to those students experiencing an increase in their 
confidence and motivation in school. Other sessions have 
focused on improving attainment in a particular subject area 
through revision and subject specific tasks. 

Year 8 - Outdoor Classroom 

Some Year 8 students have been enjoying a wonderful range 
of activities in the Outdoor Classroom this year, thanks to 
the time and dedication of Mrs Lea. From sowing seeds and 
growing new plants to building campfires and cooking outside, 
the activities have been so enjoyable for many students and 



School improvement is the key to school effectiveness and 
is at the heart of the process of raising standards. The RLP 
is driven by its core purpose of improving outcomes and life 
chances for students and believes that an effective School 
Improvement Strategy is the key to unlocking the potential in 
its students, staff and leaders. The future is in collaboration 
through connected autonomy. 

With all this in mind we have been linking Maths, English 
and Science staff from Tring School with Years 5 & 6 teachers in 
Grove Road School.  In addition, Geography and PE teachers 
from both schools have also been working together. Collectively, 
we have been developing a joint Years 5-8 curriculum and 
understanding what is taught in primary and how this feeds 
into secondary. Too often we hear of secondary schools 
repeating what is taught in primary in Year 7 and wasting 
that valuable learning time; instead we want to minimise this.  
We are also exploring the social, emotional and resilience 
skills of our Year 6 students at Grove Road School and how 
they compare to other students who join Tring School in Year 7. 
This will be an ongoing piece of work. We are also using 
the expertise of a consultant qualified for both primary and 
secondary to review the impact of our work so far and when 
we have those findings we will share them with you.

Next year we will have further systems and procedures in 
place for the RLP and we hope other schools will see the 
benefits of being part of our multi academy trust.  

Mrs S Collings, RLP CEO

Ridgeway Learning Partnership

Learning Resource Centre

It’s been an exciting eight months for the Ridgeway Learning 
Partnership (RLP).  We were formally approved by the DfE 
and the Regional Schools Commissioning team back at the 
beginning of December 2017, yet both Tring School and 
Grove Road School were working more closely together 
prior to this date.  There has always been a soft federation 
between our schools for many years, just as we have with 
the other primaries in our area, but through the RLP we are seeing 
deeper and much more thorough approaches to the developments 
of learning and teaching and many back-office functions as well.

Our mission for the RLP is to be at the heart of the community   
delivering an inclusive education to students of all ages, to 
embrace challenge and to celebrate success in all that we 
do by striving for every learner to reach their full potential. 
Our schools retain their distinctiveness but learn and grow 
together and remain collectively responsible for providing all 
students with exciting and inspiring opportunities.

We also want to be an employer of choice for our current 
staff but also for candidates seeking to work with us.  For each 
school within the Trust we want them to be:
 - recognised as a centre of excellence and nurture for its students
 - independent, strongly led and self-improving, while sharing 
the values of the Trust
 - an integral part of the local community and valued as such
 - give and receive support between other schools within the Trust
 - to develop the Trust’s core values, to promote respect and 
the skills for lifelong learning.

Summer Music Concert

The Learning Resource Centre team strive to ensure that literacy 
and reading for pleasure remain at the heart of the school by 
promoting and delivering book related activities throughout the 
academic year, for the whole school community. 

This term we led a number of exciting events, including shadowing 
the CILIP Carnegie Medal, awarded to the author of an
outstanding novel for children and young adults. Fourty four 
students and eight Grove Road School students rose to the 
challenge of reading the shortlisted novels before the winner, 
Where the World Ends by Geraldine McCaughrean, was 
announced in June.  To celebrate, we hosted a Ridgeway 
Learning Partner event to applaud the commitment and enthusiasm 
shown by students and welcomed the 8 students from Grove 
Road School, a member of the Multi-Academy Trust.

For the third year running students shadowed the Excelsior 
Award for graphic novels. These popular engaging titles are 
always in high demand in the LRC and the club was well 
attended by students from years 7 - 10, who also enjoyed a 
celebration party following the winner announcement at the 
end of this term.

Mrs S Watkins, LRC Manager

The Summer Concert is the culmination of a year of hard work 
and dedication by the students and staff in the Music            
Department. Held in the Desborough Hall the evening began 
with Concert Band, who performed a polished rendition of 
tunes from La La Land. The first half had so many highlights 
including Mr Fox’s Rock Band, who have represented the 
school at numerous local events, beautiful guitar playing with 
Mrs Holden’s group and the ever crowd pleasing Sax Ensemble.  

There were so tearful farewells and thank yous in Girls Choir 
after an emotional performance of ‘Run’. Senior Choir 
member, Jacob Matthews performed a African chant solo as 
this will be his last concert for the school before he leaves. 
Mr Dobson showed his incredible piano skill in the tricky Spanish 
choral piece Ritmo, taught to the choir by MFL teacher Mrs Simon.

There were so many highlights, too many to mention but it 
was truly a wonderful evening of music performed by our 
talented students and staff. The best of luck to our Year 11 and 
13 leavers and to Mr Dobson who leaves us to pursue a new 
job in Barcelona.  

Mrs E Smith, Subject Leader Music



George Hendry-Smith. Acrylic on canvas.
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