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Head of ScHool’S IntroductIon
Year 11 students, I am pleased to say that we will be planning to 
do the same for the official examinations. More information will 
follow in the new year.

Health and wellbeing is a national hot topic and something that is 
very important to us at Tring School. We have two trained Mental 
Health First Aiders and we are very close to achieving the Mental 
Health KiteMark Award which has helped shape our provision. 
Linked to this, we have successfully introduced a Reading and 
Wellbeing lesson into the Year 7 curriculum which provides 
students with a range of strategies to be able to get outside and 
be active. This work links nicely with this year’s Head Student 
project and we will be one of the first schools to engage in a 
National Scheme ‘The Mason Mile’.

As always, the end of term marks a time when we say our 
goodbyes to staff moving on; we bid farewell to Mrs Yenney who  
gained a promotion to lead the Geography Department at The 
Samuel Ryder School; Mr Beedell who is returning to industry 
and Mr Holt our Premises Manager has retired. I would like to 
thank our departing colleagues for their tireless hard work and 
support over the years and wish them all the very best of luck as 
they move onto pastures new.

We are very excited regarding the plans for the commencement 
of the works for our new build which are due to start in the Spring. 
Further information will follow in the new year.

As this term draws to a close and we approach the festive period, 
I would like, on behalf of all at Tring School, to wish you a very 
happy, safe and peaceful Christmas. Thank you, as always, for 
your continued support. We look forward to welcoming all our 
students back on Tuesday 7 January at the normal time for the 
start of the new term.

As we draw to the close of another Academic term at Tring 
School, we have much to celebrate and be proud of. One of the 
many highlights of the term for me is our annual Open Evening 
and Post 16 Information Evening, whereby we can showcase our 
amazing school community to new families. We welcomed over 
800 new Year 6 families and a further 150 Sixth Form families 
into our school. Many of the visitors commented on the warm and 
caring ethos of our school, the varied and interesting challenges 
presented to the visiting students, but most notably were the 
comments made about your children, as Tring School students. 
The students who helped out were commended for their smart 
appearance, their eloquence when describing their experience 
at school and confidence in interacting with the public! This is 
what makes me smile with enormous pride, and so should you!

I have enjoyed celebrating achievements with many of our 
students at different events throughout the term - our A Level 
and GCSE Certificate Evenings, our celebration breakfasts with 
students in Years 7, 9  and 10 and I look forward to celebrating 
further with Years 8 and 11 in the New Year.

In addition to Academic achievement, House competitions 
have been in full swing this term - House Drama, Games, 
Cross Country, Recycled Plastic Animal and Christmas Card 
competitions…. This provides lots of healthy rivalry between 
the students and staff in different houses, as well as lots of 
opportunities for students to share their individual talent as well 
as teamwork.

Year 13 and Year 11 students have completed their Mock 
examinations and should be planning a well earned rest over  
Christmas. The exam series is intense and our students need 
to pace their effort and energy as they prepare for the exams 
starting in May. Following a successful trial of study leave for our 



captaInS of cHarIty
At Tring School, community is one of our key values 
and we want to encourage students to be a part of not 
only our school community but our wider community. 
We work hard to raise money for charity. The charity 
work in school is overseen by our Charity Captains and 
the Head Student team, who take the time to plan and 
coordinate a number of events to raise money for our 
chosen charities. 

This year we decided to organise the school charity 
slightly differently. Instead of having four charities, one 
for each house, we have one whole school charity 
which was voted for by the students. The charity that 
was chosen was the World Land Trust. This is a charity 
that aims to replenish and protect areas of rainforests 
and endangered habitats globally. The money raised 
we will be donated to the “protect an acre fund”. This 
money is used by the charity to plant and protect an 
acre of land in the Amazon Rainforest. 

As well as the whole school charity, the Head Student 
team also choose a Sixth Form charity. This years 
chosen charity is Hector’s House, a local charity 
based in Berkhamsted. It has been our chosen Sixth 
Form charity for four years now and they continue to 
work closely with the Sixth Form students. The money 

raised allows them to encourage and promote open 
discussions around mental health issues to end stigma 
and prevent suicide. 

As Charity Captains we have organised three separate 
charity events to raise money for the World Land Trust. 
The first of which was our recent charity day in October. 
We sold drinks, sweets, popcorn and candyfloss as well 
as having a number of different stalls such as sponge 
the teacher. It was a really successful event and as a 
team we are very grateful for the amazing and continual 
support from both students, staff and parents.  In total 
we raised around £699.50 which is a massive amount. 
Our next event will hopefully go ahead in the spring term 
when hope to raise just as much if not more money than 
our last event for an incredible cause.

The Head Student team have also organised a charity 
event with the aim of raising money for Hector’s House. 
The team have organised not only a charity day but 
also a charity football match which they hope to make 
an annual event. We hope to raise a large amount of 
money for a charity that is very close to us as a Sixth 
Form. 

Josh D, Year 13 Charity Captain. 

a lIterary loVer’S dreaM
The Desborough Hall was transformed into a literary 
lover’s dream in November as Tring School welcomed 
a selection of the finest writers and presenters to Tring 
School, as part of the inaugural Tring Book Festival 
2019.

Chris Packham, TV presenter, naturalist, conservationist; 
prolific historian Max Hastings; multi-awarding winning 
comedian Russell Kane and Biologist and TV Presenter, 
Prof. Alice Roberts enthralled, enlightened and 
entertained with their stories, insights and anecdotes to 
delighted audiences.
 
These events were skillfully and brilliantly supported 

by Tring School students and staff.  Our Media A Level 
students, led by Mr Ian Holmes, filmed these events, 
with the images displayed on our video wall to enhance 
the audiences’ experience.  They were ably assisted 
by the ICT Team who worked with Festival organiser, 
Ben Moorhouse and Steve from Chilfest supplying the 
technical support and our wonderful  Site Team were 
hard-working and invaluable, as always.  A big thank 
you to all of them and to Tring Book Festival for this 
wonderful opportunity to be part of such an inspiring 
and enjoyable event.

Mrs S Watkins, LRC Manager



Over last summer we had a whopping four Tring School 
World Challenge teams head out to Cambodia, and I 
personally think it was one of the best set of expeditions 
yet. Not only did we manage to keep everyone safe 
despite a typhoon at Hong Kong airport, but we all also 
managed to fall in love with the country itself.

Firstly, learning about Cambodia's history of the Khmer 
Rouge whilst being there was an experience in itself 
- the individuals we spoke to clearly had their country 
in their hearts and they were aching for the disruption 
and chaos that had happened there. It was certainly 
eye-opening for both the Challengers and the Leaders. 
In particular, visiting the Killing Fields and the S-21 
Genocide Museum near to Phom Penh was a detailed, 
challenging experience.

However, the sadness of Cambodia's past was offset 
by both the community projects and the trek. My group 
was able to become fully involved in the life of a small 
village about an hour's drive from Siem Reap. The 
Challengers helped with the English of the volunteers, 

which would then assist them with working in tourism. 
They also made great progress on the foundations for a 
community centre, planted native trees that would assist 
the village's economy once grown, and exchanged 
culture via both football and dance in the evenings.

Although the trek was short, everyone found it  quite 
challenging. Lots of heat, humidity and midges made 
for tough trekking. I definitely saw a snake! But I think 
we all agreed that we would definitely all do it again for 
the view we got from the top of the hill where we were 
able to look out across Cambodia, towards both Laos 
and Vietnam.

We have upcoming expeditions for our current Year 9s, 
heading to the completely different continent of Africa. 
Preparations for this visit are only just beginning, but we 
are sure it will be just as thrilling as the last. The launch 
for the next expedition for current Year 10 and 11 has 
taken place and in 2021 with these students we will be 
heading to India Ladakh, a province in the Himalayan 
part of India. 

Miss H Jarvis, World Challenge Coordinator

TREK OF A LIFETIME
In November, the whole of Year 7 were lucky enough to 
be visited by Matt Taylor from BBC Weather and ‘Good 
Morning Britain’ to come and talk to them. This was part 
of careers month, but also as we are currently studying 
the weather and climate change. The students were 
fantastic and were very curious with lots of questions, 
many of which researched and prepared in advance.

Year 7 student Bethan “I enjoyed listening to Matt Taylor. 
He was very informative and an inspirational speaker. It 
was good to find out what subjects you need to study in 
order to become a meteorologist. Even though he did 
not follow the conventional path to his dream he was 
determined one day to have a job in weather. It was 
interesting to know the secrets of what goes on behind 
the scenes at the BBC.”

THIS IS THE BBC
In Geography during careers month in November we 
also researched jobs in Geography and key skills we 
use, most of which are transferable into many other 
jobs. Students designed their own ‘Perfect geographer’ 
in Year 7, played careers Top Trumps in Years 7-9 
and Year 11 and 13 were also visited by a speaker 
from the NGO Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors 
Without Borders) who spoke about the relief effort and 
management of natural disasters, which we have been 
studying, but also about careers within NGO’s and 
volunteering opportunities. 

Mrs L Jones , Head of Geography.



PAYING RESPECTS
Over the last fifteen years the History department has 
run various very successful visits to the Battlefields 
in Belgium, France, Dunkirk and Auschwitz and over 
the last few years taken Year 9 to a Christmas Truce 
reenactment in France.

Visiting the Memorial at Passchendaele, Vooemexele 
Cemetery and the Menin Gate where the students pay 
their respects to the war heros by laying a wreath.  A real 
highlight is the reenactment of the truce that happened 
on Christmas Day 1914 at the Plugstreet Wood. 

“Our trip started at 4:15am in forge car park which was 
where our coaches were waiting for us. When we got on 
the coaches it was roughly an hour and 45mins until we 
got to the Eurotunnel. 

Once we got off the train and back on the road we went 
to a barn near the western front. When we got into the 
barn we were met by a man who was known only as 
Sergeant. He told us about his role in the war and what 
his badge meant. Then he asked us who wanted to 
become a soldier so me being me, thought why not, so 
I put my hand up. I got picked to come to the front.  As 
soon as I got there, he told me to stand up straight up 
and stare straight forward. He then proceeded to ask 

me questions about my age, height and hobbies. He 
then measured my height to make sure I wasn’t lying. 
He said as I was under age to join the army,  I would 
need to run around the coaches outside. When I got 
back I would be 18- amazing! He then made me say an 
oath to the King,  then I was part of the British Army. A 
short but scary interview! After that, we talked to another 
ex-veteren who told us about different types of weapons 
used in the war. Once that was over we went to go and 
eat some trench soup which was surprisingly nice. 

Our final place to visit was to a memorial called the 
Menin Gate. Our tour guide told us that there were a 
staggering 54,000 names there. 

Then my favourite part about the visit, which involved 
chocolate. The lady who owns the shop stood at the 
door and handed us a piece of chocolate as we walked 
in. When we got into the shop, which was quite small, 
her husband got everyone into the corner of the shop. 
He then proceeded to tell us about the deals that we 
could get which were very good considering the quality 
of the chocolate. 

When everyone had finished buying their chocolate we 
were taken to a memorial which was close to where 
the British and Germans played football on Christmas 
day.  The veterans from earlier in the day performed a 
play about the truce. Then after that our visit in Belgium 
came to an end. We got on the coach and had a roughly 
4 hour trip back to Tring. 

When we got back it was around 11pm which meant we 
had a tiring but fun 20 hour day.”

Alfie, Year 9



Our Sixth Form Science students took the initiative this 
term to organise a Science Fair for the school. The aim 
of the day was to promote and pass on an enthusiasm 
for the sciences to younger students. In doing all of this 
the Sixth Formers also gained valuable skills themselves 
including budgeting and experience of completing risk 
assessments for each of the practical experiments. 

There were a number of different experiments and 
activities planned for the fair, including Elephant’s 
Toothpaste, Rockets, Flame Testing, Finger Printing, 
Rat Dissection and Wirebuzzer to name a few. The 
school’s Gym was transformed into a planetarium which 
ran shows every 20 minute throughout the day.  

Over the course of the event our KS3 students were 
able to visit the fair during their science lessons. We 

were also able to extend an invitation to KS2 students 
from Grove Road School and Dundale School who also 
took advantage of the opportunity to experience the 
exciting live science that was on offer.

As part of the organisation for the fair, the Sixth Form 
students approached local businesses and parents to 
ask for support  by sponsorship or providing prizes for 
the raffle. Ellie found this particularly helpful “I personally 
gained some useful financial skills, such as being able 
to email people to ask for sponsorship, being aware of 
the pricing of each of the practical experiments,  and 
minimising our spending”. We would like to say a huge 
thank you to RSK, British Lions and Tring Astronomy 
Centre for their sponsorship without which the event 
would not have been possible. 

tHe ScIence of ScIence



l I f e  l e S S o n S
a guest speaker to discuss the impacts of drugs and 
a session to update them on ‘Resilience.’ Year 10s 
were either completing compulsory Geography field 
work in Islington or were testing themselves with new 
languages and team based activities. Year 11s were 
developing their enterprise skills by making, packaging 
and marketing soap and heard from local colleges and 
apprenticeships in order to plan for their future. Sixth 
Form students were involved in a PRS conference that 
enabled them to explore the 'Mind, Body and Soul' whilst 
Year 13 students completed UCAS applications and 
explored assessment centre tests in the bid to explore 
the competitive nature of the world of work. The day 
generated many wonderful discussions and developed 
many important skills.

November was officially ‘Careers Month’ at Tring where 
all students across the school were treated to fantastic 
careers sessions. All subjects delivered an activity, a 
lesson or invited guest speakers in all year groups during 
the month. Activities such as top trumps with different 
careers were taking place in Science, interviews were 
taking place in PE and Travel and Tourism, and guest 
speakers came from the MSF and the BBC Weather 
to speak to Geographers. Falmouth University came 
to speak to Travel and Tourism students about careers 
in sustainable management and a workshop about 
careers in Languages was hosted by the MFL team. 
So many amazing discussions about life beyond the 
subjects have been taking place and preparing our 
students with many wonderful opportunities. 

Mrs J Hay, Enhancement Leader

The Enhancement Team continue to organise and 
develop activities that help students flourish and 
develop their own sense of advocacy. Lifeskills sessions 
continue to be pertinent to life in modern Britain and 
challenge our students to engage in important themes. 
For instance, Year 10 sessions have centred around 
setting ambitions high and planning for the future as 
well as learning about the General Election and specific 
manifestos. Year 11 have been keeping safe with 
Counter Terrorism sessions and important relationship 
and sexual health education.

September saw the launch of the Tring School Charter 
to all students in KS3. The Charter is a collation of all 
the exciting opportunities within our wider curriculum 
that we expect all students to participate in. It enables 
our students to become well rounded, responsible and 
active citizens within the community both now and when 
they leave us. Each student will log their participation 
across the year on their Personal Development Plans 
and upload to their Unifrog account to be able to access 
throughout their time at Tring School. Key areas of the 
Charter are:

• House (participating in house events)
• Volunteer (within your community)
• Cultural Development (trips and ELD)
• Future Aspirations (careers and planning for the 

future)
• Wider Learning (clubs and super-curricular)

In October, all year groups were off timetable to 
participate in enrichment activities on the extended 
learning day. Students in Year 7 were designing jitterbugs 
and enhancing their Google Apps for Education. Year 8 
students were completing a carousel of Art, Drama and 
Music sessions around Matilda the Musical. Year 9 had 
an array of activities and guest speakers including a 
morning of Relationships and Sexual Health education, 



S I n G I n G  o u t  t H e  y e a r
Once again it has been a very busy term for the Music 
department, with a wide variety of music making it a very 
successful time! Firstly, we welcomed our new Academic 
Director of Music, Mr Moosajee who has settled in extremely 
well and brought a whole host of musical experience and 
event ideas with him! 

We had our inaugural Open Mic Night in October where a 
number of students performed for a wonderfully supportive 
audience. The students played solo, or in small groups to an 
audience helping to build their confidence and allow all of 
the hard work of our music department to be displayed. We 
are hoping to repeat this around Easter so watch this space! 

We have been actively involved in the community, especially 
within the church. The chamber choir performed ‘A Gaelic 
Blessing’ in the remembrance service, and our wonderful 
Year 8 trumpeter, Sam, played The Last Post. At the 
beginning of December, Senior Choir and Chamber Choir 
also sang in the Advent Service in the church. 

In December, Swing Band also played a set to a packed 
audience at the Tring Christmas Festival evening - a fantastic 
event showing how the band is going from strength to strength. 

In the penultimate week in term we celebrated all of our extra 
curricular music groups in a fabulous Christmas Concert that 
the students had worked so hard for. Particular highlights 
were Zak in Year 7, wearing a red bow tie and starting off the 
concert a solo verse of ‘See Amid the Winter’s Snow’, the 
Male Voice Ensemble with their ravishing rendition of ‘Eye 
of the Tiger’ and Concert Band ending the concert with the 
beautiful ‘Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas’ arranged 
from them personally by Eric Wilson, our composition tutor. 

Then this week, we had our Christmas Carol Concert, 
always a highlight in the school calendar and ended the term 
with an uplifting session of carol singing with the residents at 
Oak Lawn Sheltered Accommodation. 

Thank you to all the students for their hard work! We wish 
you a lovely Christmas break and look forward to a jam-
packed musical 2020! 

Miss E Hicks, Extra Curricular Director Of Music



We have been lucky enough to have support from 
the Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust (HMWT) and 
the Bucks Beds and Oxon Wildlife (BBOWT) for the 
last couple of years funded by the WildTrax project. 
The aim of the project was to get more young 
people involved and enjoying nature.
 
Over the last two years, we have benefitted in many 
ways. This has included visits to College Lake, 
Dancers End and Wilstone reservoir. Members of 
staff from these centres also came in to school to 
run sessions with our students, including building 
hedgehog houses, making ponds, dissecting owl 
pellets. They were also on hand to give advice on 
where to start with our new outdoor nature area.

We were presented with a wildlife camera which will 
enable us to find out what species we have in our 
nature area, increasing interest and understanding. 
We were also presented with a fire pit to help keep us 
warm in the cold winter months.
 
The WildTrax project is coming to an end but our 
relationship will not. We have future visits planned 
and staff have already been in to run a session 
on Wormerys with Year 7. They are also going to 
organise volunteers to help us with the set-up of the 
wildlife area in the next couple of months. 
 
I would like to say a huge thank you for all the time 
and energy the teams have put in. 

Mrs D Lee, Outdoor Classroom Leader.

tHe Great outdoorS rIdGeWay learnInG partnerSHIp SucceSS
The other big project is the rebuild of Tring School.  
The planning application has been submitted and 
we should hear about the outcome in the very 
near future.  Once we have the planning consent 
the detailed plans for the logistics and timing of the 
project will be finalised and we will, of course, share 
these with you as soon as we can. The design for 
the classrooms and communal spaces has taken 
many weeks to get right and we have had extensive 
input to the process  We are all very excited about 
the new school and the benefits it will bring to us 
and the community.

Behind the scenes our Trust is gathering momentum 
and we have had several visitors looking at our 
systems and structures for the RLP.  I have been 
asked to present the benefits of our 3-19 model 
for learning and how effective partnership working 
between Grove and Tring secures the educational 
journey for those students.  The idea of primaries and 
secondaries working in much closer partnership is 
very much the strategic objective of the Department 
for Education.

Mrs S Collings, Chief Executive

This term has been very busy in the Trust.  We 
have been moving forward with our strategic 
developments in both Grove Road Primary and Tring 
School as well as the joint learning and teaching 
projects across our two schools.  The usual Reading 
Buddies project where Year 12 students listen to 
primary school children read and then discuss 
their stories has continued this term.  Likewise, a 
group of students from Grove Road meet me each 
week where I assist their learning and transition to 
secondary school.  We have been fortunate to start 
these two projects with children in Bishop Wood 
and Dundale Schools. In addition, the staff at Tring 
and Grove Road have been working together on 
the new Ofsted framework and preparing ourselves 
with joint curriculum conversations which have been 
beneficial for the new style inspections. 

As you will most likely know the Sports Centre on 
the Tring School site has been transformed and this 
autumn it has been packed with activities taking 
place almost 24/7! The team of dedicated staff have 
been working incredibly hard and have received 
positive feedback from students and customers 
about the facilities and the activities on offer. If 
you’ve not been recently then pop along and see 
for yourself.  January 2020 could be the time for 
you to join!



The Drama department has had a fantastic Autumn term and there has been a wonderful atmosphere with many 
exciting events and opportunities taking place. We are incredibly proud of our students who have continued to 
meet our high expectations in Drama.
The GCSE Component 1 exam in November was a great success and Year 11 students produced some 
outstanding work in a series of nerve-wracking performances.

The students have experienced some wonderful opportunities for theatre trips this term. We strongly believe 
that taking students to the theatre increases cultural capital, improves emotional intelligence, strengthens 
relationships between year groups and encourages bonding by opening up a wealth of conversations on a 
variety of social issues. Sixth Form students attended Vassa at The Almeida Theatre, which gave them an 
insight into how a classic play can be updated to appeal to a modern audience. Year 10 and Year 11 students 
visited the Aylesbury Waterside Theatre to watch The Woman in Black. The Watford Palace Theatre once 
again hosted our Year 13 students on a Technical Theatre Day, describing them as “an absolute pleasure” to 
host! 

raISInG tHe curtaIn
In October, KS3, KS4 and KS5 worked collaboratively on the annual House Drama competition which was 
a great success and it was lovely to welcome back our ex-students as guest judges! Year 7 and 8 students 
continue to enjoy the weekly KS3 Drama club at lunchtimes and the department has just launched an Able and 
Ambitious extra curricular Drama Club for Year 9 students.

In the New Year we will be providing even more opportunities for our students by continuing regular Theatre 
Trips. Year 9 and 10 students will be visiting the Oxford Playhouse Theatre, A Level students will be off to The 
Young Vic Theatre and there will be other fabulous trips taking place.

The school play this year is Emil and The Detectives by Erich Kästner, adapted by Carl Miller, and rehearsals 
are well under way! The cast has been busy rehearsing at evenings and weekends and the crew has been 
painting set, collecting and making props in preparation. The play runs from 28th - 31st January 2020. Have 
you got your tickets yet? They can be purchased in the LRC, at reception or in the canteen!

Mrs Flora Langley - Subject Leader for Drama
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