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28 January 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Re: An update following the incident on 24 January 2020 
 
We are continuing to meet with a number of students as we investigate the events that occurred at school                   
on Friday as well as the wider context of the incident. I would now like to share with you some of the key                       
facts.  
 
A Year 12 student was in possession of a class A drug in the form of tablets. The student supplied this drug                      
to four Year 10 students who decided to take the drug on school site on Friday morning. Their behaviours                   
were such that we were able to react rapidly as per my letter of Friday. This included alerting and seeking                    
support from the emergency services as well as ensuring all students stayed on-site over lunchtime. All of                 
the students were deemed safe and well on Friday afternoon. Whilst these were the only 4 students who                  
took the drug we know that a wider group of students were aware of their intentions and we were                   
disappointed that they chose not to intervene or make staff aware. This will be followed up with individual                  
students.  
 
Due to the severity of the drugs being supplied and used on the school site, I think it is essential that                     
decisive action is taken to protect the safety of the whole school community. Therefore, pending a review                 
by a Governor panel, three students will face a permanent exclusion and three students will receive a                 
lengthy fixed term exclusion.  The Year 12 student is now under further investigation by the police.  
 
Over the last two days we have held assemblies for students in Years 9 - 13. We were “hard-hitting” with                      
our messages but it is essential that the students understand not just the dangers of taking drugs but also                   
the short and long term consequences of possession and supplying them. We also shared pre-prepared               
information with all Key Stage 3 students in their Tutor Groups.  
 
Tring School has a comprehensive and highly regarded drugs education programme and this includes              
working closely with the police and their canine team. However, we cannot afford to be complacent and our                  
programme will be thoroughly reviewed as a result of this recent incident.  
 
We hope that the events of Friday are an isolated incident but all of us, staff and parents, must remain                    
vigilant to the dangers posed to our children and students by the supply and use of drugs. I would like to                     
reassure you once again that the school acted promptly and proportionately to this incident involving just a                 
small number of students.  
 
Thank you for the many supportive messages and communications that we have received regarding the               
way the school managed the incident on Friday and our response to what was a difficult situation.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Mrs S Ambrose  
Head of School 
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