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Dear Parent/Carer

We are fast approaching the end of another amazingly busy and productive term. Our students
continue to develop and demonstrate the core attributes of being Confident Learners, Ambitious
Individuals and Responsible Citizens.

Years 7, 10 and 12 - have all settled into a new curriculum. The transition between key stages
can be very demanding with obvious new requirements and challenging content. Students are
all approaching their learning with curiosity and determination. They are all fully engaged in
their learning, have taken steps out of their comfort zones, developed new skills and continued
to make great progress… all whilst having a smile on their face!!

Years 8 and 9 - are all securing a much deeper understanding of subject content and are able
to acquire and apply newly formed skills to assist in their progress.

Years 11 and 13 - are carefully considering and preparing for their next steps. Year 11 have
completed their mock exams and have now received feedback to help plan their next steps to
achieving their potential. Year 13 will be working hard over the next few weeks to ensure they
are fully prepared for their mock exams commencing on Monday 9 January 2023.

Whole school news -
Engagement in clubs has been exceptional with so many students taking advantage of a wide
range of activities.  Please view the website page for further information.

Enrichment - Many students have had their learning extended on a huge variety of school trips
as well as visiting guest speakers. This term’s trips have included: Boulogne-sur-mer, Barton
On Sea, Birmingham, Oxford, Holland, The Somme & Ypres, The Houses of Parliament,
Dancer’s End, Pinewood Studios, The Christmas Truce visit to Kent, The Royal Festival Hall as
well as the Dacorum Careers Fair, a Sixth Form theatre outing and Criminology and Psychology
conferences. We have had two authors visit us in school as well as Hedwig the Owl from Harry
Potter.

Public Health Notice - Please read this letter from the Hertfordshire Public Health Team
regarding the increase in Scarlet Fever and Group A Streptococcus (GAS) cases

Support for all students - We continue to provide a warm space for all students to complete
homework independently. Students are able to attend a supervised homework club on
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Wednesdays from 3.00 - 4.00 pm. In addition, please remember that we do have a Breakfast
club for any student in need, daily from 8.00 am in Room A2 .

Carol Service - Each year we hold a Carol Concert at St Peter and St Paul's Church for our
parents and families. You are all warmly invited to this year's Carol Service 7.00 pm on
Tuesday 20 December. Please come and join us for this special service of carols, readings
and performances.

Last day of term arrangements - On the last day of term we take all students to the Church for
a Christmas service. Students will also have House celebration assemblies and time in tutor
groups. Our Christian ethos and sense of community are fully celebrated and acknowledged on
this day. Iit's a very important day for students and staff.

We encourage Christmas jumpers to complement school uniform on the last day. Students can
wear a Christmas jumper instead of their blazer, on top of their normal shirt and tie (uniform
trousers/skirts should still be worn). If students are not wearing a Christmas jumper then they
will need to be in their normal full uniform.

School finishes at 12.30 pm and buses will depart at 12.40 pm.

Start of the Spring Term - We have a staff INSET day on Friday 6 January and therefore look
forward to welcoming students back to school fully refreshed on Monday 9 January at 8.35 am.

Finally, I would like to thank all of the staff for their hard work and commitment to ensure that all
students are excited, engaged and make progress in their learning. Also, to you as parents for
supporting the work that we do.

Wishing you all a very enjoyable and restful break. Happy Christmas!

Yours faithfully

Mrs S Ambrose
Head of School


