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5 October 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Assessment and Reporting Key Information  
 
GCSEs in England have been reformed by the Department for Education to keep             
pace with universities’ and employers’ demands. They are based on new and more             
demanding subject content but are still suitable for the same wide range of abilities.              
The new GCSEs are now graded from 9 - 1, with 9 being the top grade. To take                  
these changes into account, the way in which we will set targets and assess student               
progress at Tring School at KS3 and KS4 from September 2018 has changed and is               
outlined below. 
 
The school uses Fischer Family Trust Aspire [FFT Aspire] as a data tool to calculate               
and provide End of Year Target Grades for students in all subjects. The targets              
which students are assigned are aspirational ones and we would expect them to             
achieve these at the end of each year. The targets set for Years 7 - 11 will                 
correspond to these new 9 - 1 grades. Student assessment information can be             
accessed through Go4Schools and, at specific times in the year, a formal tracker will              
be available to you. This will allow you to track your child’s progress against those               
targets, as well as enabling us to celebrate excellent achievement and to offer             
support to students where expected progress is not being made.  
 
It is important to recognise that it is not possible to accurately predict GCSE grades               
for students in Key Stage 3. As such, these targets do not represent GCSE targets               
but a target for the end of their current academic year. Clear criteria will be provided                
to students by their subject teachers to give them an understanding of what they              
would need to achieve in order to gain a particular grade by the end of the year.                 
Further information regarding how your child will be assessed can be located on the              
Assessment & Reporting area of our new website - here 
 
The current grade students are working at will be reported home and this will be               
based on the grades 9 - 1 and will use fine grades (+ / -) to indicate whether your                   
child is working at the higher or lower end of the grade. For students who are                
working towards GCSE grades in KS3, there are three Pre GCSE grades, P3, P2              
and P1, with P3 being the higher and very close to a GCSE grade of a 1.  
 

Tel: 01442 822303    Email:tringschool@tringschool.org   www.tring.herts.sch.uk 

 
 
 
  

https://www.tring.herts.sch.uk/377/assessment-and-reporting
mailto:tringschool@tringschool.org
http://www.tring.herts.sch.uk/


 

The colour coding on the tracker compares a student’s Current Grade to their End of 
Year Target Grade. 
 

Code Progress 

Well Above The student is well above where we expect them to be at this point in 
the course and highly likely to exceed their end of year target.  

Above The student is above where we expect them to be at this point in the 
course and likely to exceed their end of year target.  

On target  The student is in line with where we expect them to be at this point in 
the course and is likely to achieve end of year target. 

Working 
Towards 

The student is working towards where we expect them to be at this 
point in the course but needs to make greater progress to achieve 
their end of year target.  

Working Below The student is below where we expect them to be at this point in the 
course and is not likely to achieve their end of year target.  

 
The school’s Assessment and Reporting calendar can be viewed on the school            
website at the link provided above along with further parental information on specific             
terminology used in the formal trackers. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the progress of your child in a particular subject,               
please do not hesitate to make contact with the subject teacher in the first instance.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr I Rogers 
Assistant Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 

 


