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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
The Maths department are keen to promote independent learning activities to our            
students to develop a deeper understanding of topics and to encourage wider critical             
thinking and reflection skills. Research shows that independent learning is one of the             
most powerful components contributing to success, both in school and beyond in            
higher education. We would like students in all year groups to understand and             
partake in Maths independent learning activities outside of lessons, as our           
experience shows that students who do so become our highest achievers.  
 
Please see a list of ideas for Year 7 and Year 8 students below. We hope that you                  
are able to encourage your child to complete some of these activities outside of              
lessons, and unprompted by teachers. We are positive that that students will begin             
to become both more confident and more fluent in Maths whilst at the same time               
developing the independent learning skills necessary for GCSE, A Level, and           
university success. 
 
Please discuss the attached ideas with your child and encourage them to complete             
as many as they can. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
Mr G Woodwards 
Maths Subject Leader 
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All students should have a place to work. They need a table and chair in a quiet 
place, with no immediate access to TV, ipads, computers, phones, and games 
consoles or other distractions. 
 

● After assessments, students should look up on websites topics they didn’t get 
correct, to learn from these and to find worksheets online to practise. 

 
● To continue to work on times tables at home on a regular basis - they probably 

did lots of this at primary school, but in Maths it’s possible to ‘lose it’ if you 
don’t ‘use it’! 

 
● To play board games that have mathematical elements, e.g. snakes & ladders, 

Monopoly. 
 

● Revisit past assessments in their books and complete them again to get a 
better score. 

 
● Any activity where students ‘fail’ at first then keep trying and improve. Discuss 

the resilience demonstrated.  
 

● Discussing what profit is. 
 

● Reading gas, electricity, or water meters. Reading smart meters. 
 

● Discussing best buy deals when shopping. What does ‘3 for 2’ mean?  
 

● Discuss borrowing money and interest. 
 

● Looking at bills together and discussing. 
 

● Opening a savings account. 
 

● Using recipes to measure quantities, and to also consider proportion - for 
example, if the recipe makes 8 cakes, how much of the ingredients would we 
need to make 16? What about 20?  

 
● To reflect on their Maths lessons, and to use Youtube, Mymaths, 

HegartyMaths, etc., to review those topics to ensure complete understanding. 
 

● Completing sudoku, or other puzzles involving logic and trial and 
improvement. 

 
● Play chess. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


