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12 October 2018 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Year 11 Music GCSE dates and deadlines 
 
I have been in constant discussion with Year 11 about coursework and deadlines and I               
wanted to make you aware, as parents, of key dates so you can support your child over the                  
next few months before their GCSE exam. 
 
Year 11 have their mocks for two weeks from Monday 5 December. The Music mock               
listening exam is on Monday 17 December and, like the GCSE in the summer, this equates                
to 40% of the student’s grade. We will also use current performance marks (30%) and               
composition marks (30%) to give a realistic overall grade.  
 
The deadlines for draft and final GCSE coursework and exams are as follows: 
 
Performance (worth 30% of final grade) 
 
Students need to submit two performances; a solo and an ensemble, for example a duet.               
The students have submitted numerous practice performances but their final exam days will             
be Tuesday 27 and Wednesday 28 November. Students will be given a time slot during               
which they will come to the department and formally record their solo and ensemble. We will                
try and accommodate any requests for ensembles, i.e external teachers/ students that need             
to play in and I can liaise with the necessary people to arrange this if students are proactive                  
at providing me with key information. Our music team, sixth form musicians and visiting              
instrumental teachers are on hand to play or sing in any performances. Please note that as                
a teacher-examiner I need to be present at these recordings; they cannot be recorded              
in private lessons and must be recorded on these exam days.  
 
These marks will equate to 30% of their final GCSE grade. Once these performances have               
been marked, students will be given the opportunity to redo them if we feel necessary but all                 
performances will be complete by the end of January.  
 
Composition (worth 30% of final grade) 
 
Students need to submit two compositions: one free and one written to an exam brief. They                
are in the closing stages of completing their free composition. This needs to be handed in on                 
Tuesday 23 October. This should include completed paperwork, a score/ commentary and            
an audio file. Some students have already started work on their brief composition. A full               
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draft needs to be handed in on Tuesday 27 November. Once marked, these marks will               
equate to 30% of their mock grade.  
 
 
Again, if there is any need for extra work on the free composition, we will advise students                 
accordingly. They will get detailed feedback about their brief composition prior to the             
Christmas break and the final copy will need to be submitted by Friday 1 February 2019. 
 
Students have access to computers all day, every day, before school, form time, lunch and               
after school and can submit their work for feedback as regularly as they like. Both Mrs                
Georgiades and I are booking in regular meeting slots with the students also. 
 
Listening Exam (worth 40% of final grade)  
 
By December, students will have completed their 8 set works. Students will be examined on               
all of these in their mock. 
 
Students can access revision material, past papers and accompanying tracks on Google            
Classroom. We will supply them with further listening questions in due course and we expect               
them to be completing papers on a regular basis for feedback.  
 
Staffing  
 
I will be leaving in February to go on maternity leave but Mrs Georgiades (Assistant Head                
Teacher and Music Teacher) will take on the Year 11 group. She is already working with the                 
students two lessons a fortnight and the pupils know her so it will be a smooth transition.  
 
I do hope this outlines the next few months and expectations. Students need to manage               
their time carefully especially with their coursework. Thank you for your support and please              
do email if you have any queries (esmith@tringschool.org). 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
Elizabeth Smith 
Director of Academic Music 
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