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Tring School Science Department  

WELCOME!  To our Summer Edition 2019 of our Science Newsletter. 

As always if you have any questions about anything in here please contact: 

Mrs Pennington-Wright, Subject Leader: jpennington-wright@tringschool.org 

Miss Thompson, Assistant Subject Leader, KS4: ljthompson@tringschool.org 

Mrs Ross, Assistant Subject Leader, KS3: kross@tringschool.org  

Dr Irlam, Assistant Subject Leader, KS5: kirlam@tringschool.org 

 



 

The AS Challenge is an exciting opportunity for students to stretch their lateral thinking skills 
and apply fundamental physical principles to novel situations. The AS Challenge is a single, 
one-hour paper that provides an excellent tool to assess and challenge student’s ability to 
work at Key Stage 5 and beyond. It consists of 10 minutes of thought-provoking multiple 
choice questions followed by a short answers section that tests subject knowledge and appli-
cation. 

Papers and mark scheme are sent to teachers on receipt of an entry form. After completion, 
teachers mark the scripts and send a record of marks to the BPhO. Bronze, Silver or Gold Cer-
tificates are issued to students reaching a threshold mark and Participation Certificates issued 
to all those taking part.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO SAMUEL B. 
who has achieved a SILVER AWARD and 
was only 2 marks off  a GOLD.   

He received his award from Mrs Collings 
and signed the Head’s Book of  Commendation. 

We also nominated  our School Physicist of the Year 

2019. 

CONGRATULATIONS to: 

Charlotte H 

For her excellent achievement and progress in Physics this academic 
year.  Charlotte has an outstanding work ethic and always completes tasks to the 
highest possible standard. 

Fergus P 

For his outstanding achievement in Physics this academic year.  He always ap-
proaches tasks with a can-do attitude and never shies away from a problem; he 
is a consistently hard-worker. 



 

On Tuesday 21 May, Mrs Pennington-Wright and Mr Wright took our Year 12 

Environmental Scientists to College Lake for the day. 

They went pond-dipping, used pooters, pitfall traps, sweep nets, quadrats and 

Tullgren funnels all in preparation for the KS5 Field Trip to Broadhaven, Wales 

in July.  They learnt sampling techniques and how a Nature Reserve works. 

 

Congratulations to William H, 

Radhika P and Eve H (Year 

8) for gaining their Bronze 

Crest Award in Science 

Club.  WELL DONE!! 



 

Introducing GCSE Combined Science : SYNERGY 

Combined Science: Synergy  has been developed with teachers to inspire and chal-
lenge student of all abilities and aspirations.  

Synergy is a double award and worth two GCSEs.  It is assessed by four, 1 hour and 45 
minute exams.  (Trilogy is also worth two GCSEs, but assessed with six, 1 hour and 15 minute 
exams.)  

The specification covers the same Department for Education subject criteria as Combined Sci-

ence: Trilogy, structured so that it can be easily taught by two teachers instead of the three re-

quired for Trilogy. 

The content is arranged into topics that bring together concepts from Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics to help students understand that they are interlinked and to exemplify key areas of 

working scientifically.  This will give students a more rounded understanding of Science as a 

whole. 

We have introduced this for some of our new Year 10 students because it will help them to 

consolidate their learning and to maximise each student’s chance of success.  The two teacher 

approach still covers the same specification, the same levels but supports those that are not 

naturally inclined towards Science, concentrating on two subjects at a time with only two teach-

ers. 

This means that we are able to cover topics in more detail and each teacher has more lessons, 

over the two weeks, as well as this each teacher having the opportunity to develop stronger 

relationships with the students. 

During this academic year we have trialled an online study and revi-
sion tool for our GCSE students called My GCSE.  Essentially, it is 
online video tutorials which cover the entire GCSE specification across 
all three sciences which are delivered by teachers who are specialists 
in their subjects. They are designed to enable every student to walk in-
to their exams feeling confident and fully prepared and to have the op-
portunity to achieve the best grades they can. 

It has proved such a useful support tool we would like each year 10 
student to have access to this online programme.  As we have already 
purchased online text books for each student we do not have the 
funds to be able to provide it from our budget and, as such, a letter 
has gone home asking for payment for each student to have a login.  
We have secured a substantial educational discount so would like to 
see each Year 10 student with access to it in September. 



 

LAURA THOMPSON, ASSISTANT SUBJECT LEADER KS4  

I went to The Cavendish School in Hemel Hempstead for second-
ary school and went back to train and teach there for 7 years.  At 
first it was strange working with teachers who used to teach me 
but I soon got used to it.  I always enjoyed Sport and Human Biol-
ogy whilst at school so went on to study Sport and Exercise Sci-
ence at the University of Hertfordshire.  After University I decided 
I preferred the Science side so decided to train to be a Science 
teacher.  I have been teaching for 14 years and have been at 
Tring School for 7 years. 
 
 

 
Outside of school life I really enjoy travelling to new places; going 
to every continent is on my bucket list and I only have Antarctica 
left to go.  I have been lucky to be involved in the school World 
Challenge trips for the last 4 years and have travelled to Zambia, 
Laos, Borneo and Sri Lanka. One of my favourite memories from 
World Challenge trip is during our Laos trip where we were 

washed out of our camp in a 
typhoon.  All of the students 
staff and local guides ended up 
having to sleep in a bamboo 
shack made for 5 people.  At the time I was cold and didn’t 
sleep a wink but looking back now it makes a good story.  
This summer I am taking a group of Year 11 students to 
Madagascar and I am hoping to see lots of wildlife.  After 
this trip I am going to take a break from World Challenge 
and go on an actual holiday where I can take loads of 
clothes, shower every day and drink a cocktail in the even-

ing! 
 
 
As well as travelling I enjoy exercise and go to Zumba and Pilates 
classes as well as running.  My longest distance so far is a half mara-
thon and I have no plans to run any further!  I also have a Cocker 
Spaniel called Bella who sometimes will come running with me, de-
pending on her mood!  She would definitely rather be eating sausages 
than out running with me!  



 

Upcoming Events in Science: 

Summer Term 2019 

9 - 12 July 2019 - Year 12 Biology & Environmental Field Trip to Broadhaven 

15 August 2019 - A Level Results Day 

22 August 2019 - GCSE Results Day 

Autumn Term 2019: 

Tuesday 24 September - Open Evening 

Tel: 01442 822303    Email:tringschool@tringschool.org   www.tring.herts.sch.uk 

We are saying a ‘temporary’ good 

bye to Kristina Brett, one of our 

Chemistry Teachers whilst she is 

on maternity leave.   

Also WELCOME to our new Science Techni-

cian, Eliza Chocilowska who has joined the 

team.  Sharon Kane, who has been a Science 

Technician with us for six years, has become 

our Head Technician.  WELL DONE! 
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