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If you are unable to access this newsletter or any other correspondence from school, please contact the main school office so that 
we can arrange to provide you the information in a more appropriate form

Keep in touch with news on our 
website and social media sites.

A word from the 
Head of School

Inspired by discussions in their Design and Technology theory lesson about 
climate change, Year 7 friends, Elin and Jess, decided to take matters into 
their own hands. The students were talking about ethical search engines such 
as Ocean Hero and Ecosia, who both reward users by either removing plastic 
from the oceans, or planting trees in areas of need around the world.

The girls saw this as a wonderful opportunity for the school to make a real 
difference to the climate and decided to put a proposal forward to their Head 
of House, Miss Stefan. Of the two search engines, they decided to propose 
that the school adopt Ecosia as their search engine. Ecosia use the profits 
made from online searches to plant trees where they are needed most around 
the world. Started back in 2009 after the founder completed an around the 
world trip which helped him understand the problems of deforestation. It takes 
just 45 searches to plant a tree!

Since the initial discussions the school have embraced the initiative by rolling 
out the site to all students as their home search engine for a two week trial. 
Both Jess and Elin are delighted that their idea is being used and hope that 
it will be so successful that it will continue to be the home page after the trial 
period. 

Dynamic Duo

Thank you to everyone who has 
taken the time to email in support of 
the actions taken as a result of last 
Friday’s incident. It is always nice to 
hear the support and backing from 
you, our parent body. I have been 
working closely with PC Clark this 
week as we remain vigilant both at 
school and in the community. Please 
do keep talking to your children 
regarding appropriate and responsible 
behaviours.

Today our amazing Head student 
team and charity captains have 
coordinated and led a whole school 
fundraising event, in support of 
Hectors House a charity very close 
to our hearts. I am always so proud 
of our students who are so active in 
supporting so many causes. I have 
observed their leadership skills be 
nurtured and developed by tutors and 
teachers over a number of years and 
here they are today confidently and 
competently leading a whole school 
event for 1550 students. Well done 
team!

And finally, a huge well done and 
congratulations to our cast and 
crew of ‘Emil and the Detectives’.A 
truly magnificent production by truly 
talented students and staff!

Have a lovely weekend!

Mrs S Amborse,
Head of School



Grey Matter
Our Year 13 Psychology and Biology students 
had the unique opportunity to hold a sheep’s 
brain in their hands last week. We welcomed 
Dr Guy Sutton into school. He is the Medical 
Biology Interactive Director at Nottingham 
Medical School. 

“The day was packed with information from 
the morning right through to the afternoon; 
ranging from lessons on how the brain 
performs certain functions, the effect of drugs, 
split brain patients, and plenty of interesting 
case studies.

The lecture-style approach was perfect for 
the level of complexity that many of the topics 
covered, especially as a Biology student, 
where I found myself becoming more and 
more curious as the day went on.

I could also see how valuable the information 
would be to students studying psychology, 
especially the segments on the criminal 
mind, which covered lots to do with the 
ethics of crimes committed by those with 
schizophrenia, and the science behind it.

Overall I found the day to be extremely 
compelling, and the charisma and passion 
with which it was presented captured my 
attention, sparking more of an interest in the 
science of the brain”

Tim, Yr 13 Biology Student 

Constructive Conversations

Destination Cambridge 
We began our day at Cambridge University by attending a 
talk about languages. It was really interesting and informative 
and it was good because it was interactive. After the two 
talks, we were taken on a tour around the Queen’s College. 
This was really cool because it gave an insight into what life 
at Cambridge University would be like. Overall, I found this 
trip inspiring and really great.

Daisy, Year 9 MFL Student

Students from all year groups came to hear this term’s careers 
guest speaker this week. Olivia Grant is a Project Manager 
for AECOM, one of the worlds premier infrastructure firms, 
who came to talk about Graduate Apprenticeship schemes in 
the construction industry.  

Her parents persuaded her to look outside the University 
route and encouraged her to apply for apprenticeships in the 
construction industry. She has never looked back, feeling that 
now she is already in a better place with her career than her 
cohort who are studying at University. The students were all 
interested to hear about the huge variety of jobs within the 
industry from surveyors and architects to plasters and roofers, 
which all offer apprenticeship training.  


