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28 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
  
As part of the Year 10 French mock exams, your child will be undertaking a speaking                
exam of 7-9 minutes (for Foundation candidates (grades 1-5)), and 10-12 minutes            
(for Higher candidates (grades 4-9)), in the week beginning 9 March. The students             
have 12 minutes to prepare for the exam in addition to the 7-9 minutes or 10-12                
minutes exam time. In the preparation time, your child will be given a photograph              
and a role play to prepare. They will then need to answer questions on the               
photograph and complete the role-play as part of the exam. Your child will also need               
to answer conversation questions as part of the exam for 3-5 minutes for Foundation              
candidates and 5-7 minutes for Higher candidates.  
 
The topics they should revise are:  
 

● Self, Family and Friends 
● House, Nome and Neighbourhood 
● School 

  
Students will need to be able to use different tenses; past, present and future              
(Foundation), and past, present, future, imperfect and conditional (Higher). They          
need to share as many opinions as possible and ensure that they ask the teacher a                
question.  
 
I am aware that this may be daunting for some students despite the preparation they               
have been doing in class and therefore, I wanted to let you know that support               
sessions are available.  
 

French 

Thursday 5 March  
Monday 11 March  
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These additional support sessions will take place at lunchtime in B10.  
 
The speaking assessments will take place on the following dates: 

● Mrs Munro - Tuesday 10 March or Wednesday 11 March  
● Mrs Lemonde - Thursday 12 March 

  
Students will be required to come out of lessons for the test which will last               
approximately 15 minutes and their class teacher will be informed. The students will             
be informed of their precise time slot via Google Classroom.  
 
These exams are a compulsory and vital part of the GCSE course. We are looking               
forward to hearing the students demonstrate the hard work and preparation that has             
taken place in advance of the exams. 
 
In order to support your child, there are specimen photocards and role-plays 
available on the AQA website  - http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse) 
which can be used to prepare.  There are also ‘test and revise’ sections in the 
Kerboodle textbook (www.kerboodle.com) which have sample photographs and 
role-plays for each pair of units. Students have worked on the photocards and role 
plays in class as well and should be familiar with the format.  It would also be 
valuable for students to practise the conversation element with you, as they have 
written out their questions/answers on flashcards for the general conversation.  
  
Please do contact me at the school if you have any further questions. I would like to                 
thank you for your support in helping your child prepare.  
  
Yours sincerely 
  
Mrs E Munro 
Subject Leader for French 
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