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20 January 2023

Dear Parent/Carer

Year 12 Work Experience Parents’ Information Evening

We would like to invite you and your child to an information evening on Monday 6 February
2023 in the Dining Hall from 6.00-7.00 pm to launch the Work Experience Programme.

Work Experience for all Year 12 students will run from 10 - 14 July 2023

The main aims of Work Experience are for students to sample working life, to learn about the
skills needed for the world of work and to begin developing these skills. Increasing numbers
of careers, apprenticeships and vocational university courses are expecting applicants to have
some meaningful work experience which takes place between the ages of 16 and 18 and, as
they are considering their futures, many students find it useful to get hands-on experience
within the field they are considering.

During the information evening, we will share with you some of the fantastic feedback we
have had from employers, apprenticeship providers and universities - where they have
explicitly identified work experience as a big factor which supports our students’ applications.

Work Experience will be coordinated by the Sixth Form Team and my colleague, Mrs Clare
White, from the Enhancement Team. Students will be expected to find their own placements
in order to make sure their week is relevant and useful to them. A small cost will be payable
to cover risk assessments, the details of which will be outlined during our presentation.

The new Gatsby Benchmarks state that ‘every pupil should have first-hand experiences of the
workplace through work visits, work shadowing and/or work experience to help their
exploration of career opportunities and expand their networks’. Our timetabled Work
Experience week will ensure that students receive this provision. Please note that due to
these school benchmarks, some form of work experience must take place for all students. If
you would like more information about the Gatsby Benchmarks, please follow this link.

We look forward to seeing students and parents at the presentation evening.

Yours faithfully

Mr C Belony Mrs E Browne
Careers Lead Director of Sixth Form
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