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 May 3 2019 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Year 9 - History - Christmas Truce, Ypres - 6 December 2019 
 
Purpose of visit 
On Friday 6 December 2019 we will be taking our Year 9 History students on a one day                  
Christmas Truce visit to Ypres. 
 
Over the last fifteen years the History department has run various very successful trips to the                
Battlefields in Belgium, France, Dunkirk and Auschwitz and over the last few years taken              
Year 9 to a Christmas Truce reenactment in France. 
 
Transport 
On the day we will be travelling by coach, leaving Tring School at 5.00am and returning by                 
approximately 11.30pm. Please note the students need to arrive at school at 4.45am in order               
for the coaches to depart on time. 
 
Cost of the visit 
The cost of this visit will be £125.00 per student which includes executive coach travel, return                
shuttle, professional services of an Anglia Guide, insurance, staff and administration costs.            
Whilst all contributions are voluntary, if we do not receive the full payment from every student                
to cover the cost of the visit, we reserve the right to cancel. Any surplus will be refunded                  
according to our Charging and Remissions Policy. 
 
Please note that should this visit be oversubscribed a ballot will take place on the closing                
date. A list of successful students will be displayed on the History department notice board.               
All unsuccessful students will receive a full refund. 
 
In order to secure our booking on this visit, and due to the restricted dates that the guides are                   
available to do the reenactment for us, we are approaching you now to make sure your child                 
can secure their place on this visit. 
 
A non-refundable deposit of £60.00 is due by 17 May 2019 and the remaining balance               
of £65.00 is due by 21 June 2019. 
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Proposed Itinerary 
Friday 6 December 2019 
 
04.45 Coach arrives at Tring School 
05.00 Coach departs from Tring School 
07.00 Collect guides from Maidstone services 
08.20 Outbound crossing 
10.00 Arrive France - local time 
11.30 Arrive Ypres and events may include the following: 
 
 
Memorial Museum Passchendaele 1917 (2 hours) 

● Your Country Needs You? 
● Meet the Recruiting Sergeant 
● A trench meal before going up the line 
● Life in the Trenches, trench routines: an opportunity to handle period equipment and             

weaponry 
 
Voormexele Cemetery 
Visit the grave of George Llewellyn Davies: hear the story of his boys, their relationship with                
JM Barrie and how they provided the inspiration for the story of Peter Pan. 
 
Plugstreet Wood 
Christmas 1914 and football on the front line 
 
16.30 The Christmas Truce 
 
A reenactment of the events of Christmas Day 1914, See the camaraderie which developed              
between British and Germany soldiers; watch the meeting in No Man’s Land and the              
exchanging of gifts and the cessation of hostilities. A chance for a question and answer               
session with “Fritz” the German soldier and we discuss why the Christmas Truce never              
happened again. 
 
The Menin Gate 
Sir Reginald Blomfield’s memorial to the Missing on the Ypres salient; site of the daily “Last                
Post” Ceremony since 1928. 
 
Free time in Ypres to look at the Christmas Market and to purchase food 
 
19.00 Chocolate shopping 
19.30 Depart Ypres 
21.20 Inbound shuttle 
21.00 Arrive UK (local time) 
23.20 Arrive School 
 
Please familiarise yourself with the related documents on our website regarding Educational            
Visits, Terrorist Attacks and Student Behaviour Contract. 
 
Payment 
Our preferred method of payment is via our Internet Wise Pay system but should you not                
have access to the internet, a cheque made payable to Tring School should be returned to                
the Finance Office with your child’s name, tutor base and visit details annotated on the               
reverse.  
 
 
Pupil Premium  



 

If your child is eligible for Pupil Premium, please log onto WisePay to give permission for                
your child to participate in the visit and also to confirm their eligibility for Pupil Premium.  
 
Deposit payments and Pupil Premium notifications should be received by 17 May            
2019.  All final payments are due by 21 June.   
 
Should you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Miss Emma Duggan - Visit Leader  
eduggan@tringschool.org 
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